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PREFACE.

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the
Union’and Confederate Navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Professor J. R. Soley, U. S,
Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department afterwards
- Assistant Secretary-of the Navy.

In August,-1890, the work of collecting these records and. their clas-

sification was ably contmued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander
F. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was.
relieved by Lleuuenant-Commander Rlchard Rush U. 8. Navy, in
May, 1893,
.~ The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con-.
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first-
ffive volumes were publlshed under his efficient’ administration, and
the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of
these volumes was accomplished, -

- In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, havmg been ordered to see,, was suc-
ceeded by Professor Edward K Rawson, U. S, Navy, as superintend-
ent, under whose able administration volumes 6-14 were published.
Profeasor Rawson was detached and ordered to the U. S. Nav
Academy September 20, 1902, and was succeeded by Mr. Charles W.»
Stewart.

No change is contemplated at present in the outlme of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. - This plan includes only
the use, of such material as may be certified to be contempomneous
naval records of the War, ‘which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

I. The first series embraces the reports orders, and correspondence ,
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the ,
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States during
the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels acting
singly, either as cruisers or pmvateers, in different parts of the world.
These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and diagrams.

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of
any events are iminediately followed by the Confederate reports.

i
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" II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond—
ence relating to---

1. The condmon of ‘the Union Navy in 1861, before the' com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase durmg the progress
of the war, including the annual and specml reports of the Secre-
tary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus. ‘

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, in-

‘ cludmg privateers, setting forth also the. annual and special

* reports of the Confederate Sec retary of the Navy and chlefs of-

hureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Umon and Confederate as far
as can be obtained.

4; Returns of naval and military property captured by ‘the
navies of both sides during the war,

5. (‘orres])onden('e relating to naval prlsoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the: above
sections, as far as practicable.. :

IT1. The third series embraces all reports, orders, wrrespondence,'»
and returiis of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially
relntmg to the matter of the first and second series,

It is the intention. of the I)epartment to introduce throughout the
volumes of the différent series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity-of these ships as
they actually appeared during the war, These cuts have been repro-
duced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the

“carefully prepared drawings madae from official sources.
" Much difficulty has been found-in collectmg the records, for, whlle
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspond-
ence between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing.
Without. this squadron correspondence the historical value of the
work would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore
has spared no pains to secure the letter hooks and. papers of the chief
actors on both sides, These papers: have for the most ‘part been
obtained, and they have been copiously used in the compilation of
the work The reports of the Union ¢ommanders are full and fairly
complete. It is to be regretted, however, that the Confederate
records are not equally complete, dye to the great difficulty found in
collecting them, and-also to the fact that a large part of the archives
of the (‘onfodemtv Navy Department was burned at the close of the
war.  Frequent careful searches throughout various parts of .the
country, conducted by a special agent of the Department, hwve
~brought to light many duplicates of these papers, foundi among the
personal files of participants, It is hoped that the publication will
revive the interest of participants in the events referred to, and lead

TN
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them to bring to the notice of the Departnent the whereabouts of any
papers bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they
may have knowledge. . - -

The twentieth ‘v'qlu_rr'wiof the records (Series I, vol, 20), which has
recently been published by the Department, gives the operations of
the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from March 15 to December 31,
1863. The present volume (Series I, vol. 21) gives the operations of
the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from January 1 to December 31,
1864. - - ‘ .

» The repotts and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinet heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
.both-sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could be
obtained) imimediately follow the Union reports, while the miscella-
neous Confederate correspondence is placed at the'end of the volume.
Referénce to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers. It is believed that, the chronological arrangement.
of the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each
volumie, will afford ample méans of reference to its contents without
‘other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single
events, in which:the papers bear specific relation to those events, the
chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents
~haveé been p(nced together in the compilation, '
N CHARLES W. STEWART,
S - Compiler.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, = . , '

" Washington, ID. C., October, 1906, y

Norr.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress:

approved July 31, 1904): ' )

* *% * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
‘copies shall be for:the use of the Housc of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of
the Navy and ¢ontributors to the work. The quotus herein author-:
ize: of said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives
- shall bé sent by the Secretarysof the Navy to such libraries, organiza-
" tions, and individusls -as may be designated 'by the Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and Delegatcs of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the
purpose of this distribution herein provided for to place these records
in public librari¢s, and with permanent organizations having libraries,
so far as such libraries may-exist-in the.several States and Territories,
Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Rep-
resentative and Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses,”
and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are
published, until the publication is completed; and all sets that may.
not be ordered to be istributed as provided herein shall be sold by the

:
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Secretary of the Navy for cost of publication, with ten:per centum
added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall-be covered into'the
Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumeés are ordered to the
‘same address, the Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators,
Representatives, or Delegates who have designated the same, who
thereupon may ciesignate other libraries, organizations, or individuals:
The Secretary of the Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance
the volumes are sent. ' ' _

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the work-

was approved January 30, 1896: , ,

Resolved by the Senate and House o{' Régr'esmmtives"of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary.of the
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis-
tributed .copies of the Official Records of .the War of the Rebellion,
both of the Union ‘and of the Confedérate navies, to such libraries,
organizations, and individuals as may be designated before the meet-
ing of the next Congress by the. Représentatives in the Fift?lfburth
Congress..of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third
Congress-failed to designate the distributees:of their quota of said
Official Records or any part thereof, as’authorized by the act of Con-
gress approved July thirty-first, eii}{;teen‘hundred and ninety-four
and tlie joint resolution approved March second, eighteen hundred
and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided in
said act. ‘ : ' _ '

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28, 1896,
which-increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* % * For printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of ‘series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for
supplying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars. :



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

E

SERIES 1. -

1. Opemtlom of the cruisers, 1861~ ]865

Union cruisers.
West India (Flylng) Squndron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wllkes U.8.N,, 1862-1863
West India (Flying) 8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardnor, U. 8. N 1863-1864.
Coniedemte cruisers and privateers.

2. Opemtlons in the Gulf of Mexi¢o, January to June 7, 1861. >

Surrender of tlie Pensacola Navy Yard. *
Cooperstlon of the Navy ft the reliet of Fort Plckens . . .

3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, Januaty to May 13, 1861

Cooperation of{he Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort SBumter.
Abandonment and destruction of the Noﬂolk Navy Yard.
- Home 8quadron, \mdm' Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. N.

4. Operations on the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers, 1861- 1865.

Potomw Flotnla, under Comma,qder Ward, U. S N., 1861,
Potomac Flotilla, under Captaln Craven, U. 8. N., l&il.

Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U. S N., 1861-1862.
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. 8. N ' 1862-1863,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U. 8. N., 1863—-13&5.

5. Atlantic. Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Atlantic Blockading Squadron, uhder Flag-omcer Stringham, U. S N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861.
West India 8quadrén, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast; U. 8. N., 1861.
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Barron, ¢. 8. N.
Atlantlc Blookadlng 8quadron, under Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U. 8. N., 1861.
North Atlantic Blockadlng Bquadron, undér Rear-Admiiral Goldsborough, U. 8. N., 1861-1862,
Naval Defenses ot Vlrginls and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. 8. N.
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Buchanan, C. 8. N. .
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnali, C. 8. N.
. James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U. 8. N, 1862. K
# North Atlantic Blockading 8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admlral Lee, U. 8. N., 1862-1804.
James River 8quadron, under Flag-Officers Forrest and Mitchell; C. 8. N.
* Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkney, C. 8. N.
* Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Cafolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. 8. N.
North Atlantic Blockading 8quadron, under Rear-Admlral Porter, U. 8. N., 1864-1865.
James River 8quadron, under Flag-omeers Mitchell and Semmes C. 8. N
* Naval Défenses Cape Fear River, North Cafolina, under Flag~0mcer Pinkney, C. S. N.
North Atlantic Blockading 8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. 8. N., 1865.
South Attantic Blockading 8quadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Poat, U. 8. N., 1861-1863. °
- #*Naval Defenses ot South Carolina and Georgia, \?;der Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. 8. N.
. * Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Ingraham,C. 8. N.
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. 8. N., 1863-1865.
* Nayal Defenses of Charleston Harbor, Bouth Carolina, under Flag-Otﬁcer Tucker, C. S. N.
Navul Defenses of Savannab Ga., under Flaghaﬂmefﬁunter and Tattnall, C. 8. N.

*The Confederate matertal under thls head Is very scant. It is therefors hoped that those who have
any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office 6f Naval War

Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.
X1



X1  ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

8. Gulf-Blockading Squtdrons, 186118685, e

Guit Blockading Squadron, ‘under Flaa-Oﬂleer Mervine, U. 8. N., 1861. C g
Gulf Blockading 8quadron; under Flag-Officer McKean, U. 8. N., 1861-1862,
» Miseisslppl River Dofenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. 8. N.
East Gult Blook&dlng Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean, U. 8. N., 1862, .
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Reor-Adxmm Lardner, U. 8, N., 1862,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Balley, U, 8. N., 1802-1864,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Captain Greene, U. 8, N., 1844,
East Gulf Blookadlns Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral 8tribling, U. 8. N., 1864-1865.
West Gult Blockadlns 8quadron, under Flag-Officer Farragut, U. 8. N, 186%1863
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U. 8. N., 1862,
' Lower Misslasippi River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. 8. N., 1862,
’ * Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Randolph, C: 8. N. '
Trans-Missisaipp! Marine Department, under Major Leon Smith, C. 8. A..
West Guif Blockading 8quadron, under Commodore Bell, U. 8. N. (ad interim), 1863.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8, N., 1864, B
* Moblle Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C. 8. N,
Waest Gult Blockading 8quadron, under Commodore Palmer, U. 8. N., 1864-1865,
West Gulf Blockading 8quedron, under Acting- ‘Rear-Admiral Thatcher, uU. B. N, 1866, .
* Mobile Defenlea, nader Flag-Otncer F¥arrand, C. 8. N.

7. Operations ol( the Weetorn Rivers, 1861-1865.

Ngval Foroés on Western Waurs, undér Commander Rodgers, U. B. N., 1861,
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under FJas-Oﬂ‘fmr Foote, U. 8. N., 18611862,
- Misslssipp! River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. 8. N.
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, U. 8. N., 1862,
* Mississippl River Defenso Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. s A,
. *Mijsslssippl River Defenses, tinder Commander R. F. Pinkney, C S N.
~# Misalssippi River Defenses, under #1ag-Officer Lynch, C. 8. N. -
Mississippl Bquadron, under Rear:Admiral Porter, U. 8. N., 1862-1864
Mississippl 8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. N., 1864-1865.
‘* Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J. H. Carter, C. 8, N.

* The Confederate material under this head is very scani: It is therefore hoped that those who have
any Confederate naval documents nupon the subject will oommunicate with the Office of Naval War
Records, N:wy Department, Washington, D. C.



UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE WEST GULF BLOCKADING

SQUADRON, JANUARY | TO DECEMBER 31, 1864. ‘

Name. Rate. [Tonnage.|, Class. Crew. | Guns,
Ajbatrose.................. ...| Fourth 378 | Screw steamer.................. 95 7
Althea.............. Cevies veeens Fourth T2LN O 15 1
Antelope. . ... e rerenneneas Fourth.’ 173 | Side-wheel steamer............. * 6
Antona............... PR Fourth 566 | Borew steamer.................. 50 4
AHZODA. ..., Third..... 050 | Side-wheel steamer............. 82 6
ATKAnsas. ...........c..coceunen Third..... - 752 | Screw steamet.................. 7% 6
Aroostook............eennnen. Fourth.. 607 |....do.e gl 53 7
Arthur..... etveetetaerreeaaas Fourth._.. 654 Bark.....oooiieiiiiiiiiiia... 32 ¢
Augusta Dinsmore............ ‘Third..... 850 | Sorew ateamer................. 66 2
Blenville. ..... eeeans .....| Becond. 1,568 | Bide-wheel steamer. ............ 185 1n
Bloomer.................cc.uu Fourth.. .130 | Paddle-wheel steamor.......... 16 2
Bohlo..... PN Fourth. 196 | Brig..oeeeerenrneiiianaaan, 34 6
Brooklyn......cc.ovvvevnnnnn. Secorid..,.| . 2,070 | Borew steamer.................. 20|+ 26
Buokthomn.................... Fourth 128 |..... 4 1o J 22 1
Calbiotn..............oeeuenn.. Fourth. 508 | Side-wheel steamer............. 68 N 4
Carrabasset................... ,Fourth 22 |..... L+ Lo 45 6
CAYUBS..cooeuveninnnennnnnen. Foiirth 107 | Bcrew steamer. ................. B 6
Charlotte...................... Fourth 70 | 8chooner......... P 14 2
Chickasaw..................... Third..... 970 | Ironclad steamer............... 138 4
ChooUI....ooovvvevevnunnnnen. Fourth 507 | Screw steamer.................. 80 b
Colorado........oco.ci i First..... 3,425 |..... s [+ 626 50
Commodoret...... U Fourth 80 | Side-wheel steamer. ............ ™ - 4
Conemaugh............ pevones Third..... 058 |.....do.ecuiii 100 10
Constellation............ veraen 8econd.. 1,425 | Bhip...eurnniiiieiiai 225 24
Cornubla.......0u..ceeeennn... Fourth. ~ 600 | Bide-wheel steamer............. 78 3
Corypheus..................... Fourth.. 100 | 8chooner-yacht................ ‘2 2
COWStp. ..ovvennennntnnnn, Fourth. "'220 | Blde-whoel steamer............. 36 3
)1} PP Fourth... 162 ]..... do..... ettt e, 65 6
Estrella....................... Fourth,.. esl..... T SRS ST s7).......
Fearnot....................ee Fourth... 1,012 | Btoreship....................... 45 6
Fort Gaines}.................. Fourth...|. - 80| Side-wheel steamer............. i) 4
Fort Morgan§................. Fourth... 1,248 | Berew steamer.................. 82 [
Galéfa................uneee Third..... 738 |..... s 1 139 11
Genesee.............ooevenian ‘Third..... 803 |..... [+ 1+ T 113 8
Gertrude...................... Fourth.. 350 i..... [ [ O 68 8
Qlasgow.......cccovvvvennnnnn. Fourth 252 | Side-wheel steamer............. 30 6
(6] ] 1o . Y Fourth 232 1..... s 1 N 45 6
Granite City ...| Fourth 316 .....d0 it i 7
Hartford................ .| Becond.... 2,000 | Berew steamer...... et 302 26
Honry Janes .................. Fourth... 260 | Mortar schooner.............. ; 35
Hollyhoek }.......c.oovenennnn. Fourth... . 300 | Side-wheel steamer......... LA 42
Horace Beala.................. Fourth... 200 | Barkentine..................... 39

* No rolls. gFormerly Commodore, | Formerly Rellance.
-  Name changed to Fort Gaines Sept. 1, 1864, Formerly Admiral.

X
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‘LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

UNITED STATES VESSELS 0 ¥.WAR SERVING IN THE WEST GULF BLOCKADING
SQU ADRON, JANUARY | TO DECEMBER $1, 1864—Continued. .

Ng}ilé. Rato.. |Tonnage. Class, Crew. | Guns,
{7 U Fourth... 104 | Sorew steamer.................. o) 1
T4aBCa. .\ uenrneneanennn. eeens Fourth... BOT [0 70 4
J.C.Kuhn.o..oooiiiiniinn. Fourth. .. 888 [ Bark.......i..cccoceueinnnnnn. 61 2
JASMING. . ...oooinininniiynn. Fourth. .. 122 | Screw steamer.................. | 2
John Griffith.................. Fouith. .. 246 | Mortar schooner. .............. T3 3
John P. Jackson.............. Fourth. .. . 787 | Sidé-wheol steamer.......... e o 6
Kanawha..................... Fourth.".. 507 | Sorew steamer.................. 87 4
Katahdin..c.....ocoeunennans Foutth. .. 807 (... i 78 7
Kennebeo. .............;c.ee.ns Fourth . .. 807 {..... do.......... e 78 4
Kickapoo.........ccoeeuiee.. Fourth. .. 970°| Ironclad steamer............... 123- 4
Kineo........o..oeeueiinninnns Fourth..!| * ' 507 | Screw steamer.................. 81 4
Kittatinny.................... Fourth. .. 421 | 8choomer.....cuveneieannnna.n.. oy 4
Lackawanna.................. Fourth... 295 | Sorew steamer.................. 208 -8
Manhattan.................... Fourth...| 1,034 | Ironclad steamer............... '8l 2
Maria A. Wood............... Fourth.... 344 | Mortar schoover.......... FETH A N
Metacomet. ................... Third..... 974 | Side-wheel steamer 6 10
Meteor.......coooevenen..... .| Fourth... 21200 .8
Milwaukee................... :| Fourth...| _ 970 | Ironclad steamer........ 4
p 1,275°| ‘Side-wheel steamer 5
1,378 | Berew steamer............ 42
‘ . 101 .. done i 2
New London.................. Fourth... 21f....do........ FRTTITITIPRPOI 5
Nightingale........c.......... Fourth:..| 1,066 | 8hip............. e Pl 4
Nyanza....................i.. Fourth... 203 | Side-wheel steamer............. ! 4 -6
O.H.1ee...ooeeiniiiinnnnnns Fourth... 199 | Mortar schooner...............0 87 b
(070173 'Y ¢ SO Third..... . 829 | Side-wheel steamer....... el LB 00
Onelda.......,ccceenvnnn.n... Third..... 1,032 | Sctow SteAMer.................. C1e6, 10
OrVOLA.". . e Fourth...| _ 171| Mortar schooner............... w3
Ossipes. ..........0............ Socond 1,240'| Screw steamer.................. pou| B
Owasco........ e Fourth...| 507 |....do.........ooolll. ¢ 91 4
PAMPOrO. .. oeeviiiiiiiin, Fourth... 15875 | BMP. e, i 50 -4
Pembina...................... Fourth...| - 507 | Screw steamer.................. 7 4
Penguin....................... Fourth... 380 I..... A0 et et g 71 7
Penobscot........... Veereienns Fourth...[ . &07|..... oo LB A
Pensacola.....................] Second....|" 2;1568|..... s L U . %A 23
Philippl. ...l Fourth... 311 | Side-wheel steamer............. i 41 o2
PInK.......ooooo i, Foiirth... 184 | Screw steamer.................. ;o» 1
507 |..... [ U T : 7% 4
604 |.....d0. ..o, 173 6
_ 805! Sldo-wheel steamer............. 131 8
989 [ Ship. i, 161, 2
1,708 |..... A0, 331 34
. 828 | Bcrew steamer.................. 90 7
. .. 630°1..... do. .o 83 7
Rachel Seaman................ Fourth... 303 | Mortar schooner............... 13 2
Richmond,.................... Second....| - 1,920 | Screw steamer.................. 261 22
Rodolph......ocvveeiiiiia. ... Fourth... 217 | Side-wheel steamer............. 60 6
RoSo.....covviiiiienniinn.... Fourth... 06 | Screw steamer.................. 19 R
Sam Yiouston.....<\.......... Fourth... 66 | Schooner. .........cceeeennnnnn. 12 1
Sarah Bruen.................. ‘Fourth... - 233 | Morte = schooner............... 35 8
(T ST Fourth... 507 | Borew steamer.................. 65 3.
Bea Foam..................... Fourth... 251 | Brigantine..................... | 3
8ebago...........cevviiiiin.n. Third..... 832 | Bide-wheel steamer............. 148 10
Seminole...................... Third..... 801 | Screw steamer.................. 104 9
N * No rolls. 1 Formerly U, 8, 8. Tennessece,




* 'LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

XV

UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE WEST GULF\BLOCI\'ADING
- SQ UADRON, JANUARY | TO DECEMBER 81, 1864—Continued.

Name. Rate. |Tonnage. Class. Crew. | Guns.
Third..... 1,165 | Borew sicamed.................. 86 8
Fourth 188 | Side-wheel steainer............. 63 6
Fourth. W e ed0n e 51 6
Third..... 1,034 | Ironclad steamer. .............. 85 2
Third..... 1,275 | Side-wheel steamer............. 217 5
Tennesseet................ veos Third..... 1,273 | Ironclad steamer............... 9 6
Tritonia................~......| Fourth 202 | Side-wheel steamer............. 26 1
Vipcennes.....................| Third..... 700 | Bhip...ocooviiiiii, 162 19
Virginia. . .L., L0 ) 581 | Sorew steamer.................. 61 7
Wave.....0 o vevirerre..| Fourth 229 | Side-wheel steamer............. (3] 6
Wm. G. Andersori............. Fourth 593 | Bark...... e e, 102 7
WInnebago.................... Third..... 970 | Ironclad steaimer. .............. 18 4
. . . |
» * Name changed to Mobile. t Formerly C. 8. {roti¢lad ram Tennessee. 1 No rolls.
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~ WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FROM JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31, 1864,
. - |

‘ Letter from Commodore Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Captain Jenkins,
20 U8, Navy,vrefmﬁng to the chase of a blockade runner. :

- Co U. 8. S, CoLoravo, January, 1, 1864.

My Drar Caprain: I have scratched off hurriedly a copy of the

létter which' I have written to go with yours. I trust it may have the

desired effect and that either the Hartford or Brooklyn may take your
place on their arrival. . ]

The admiral would find the Richmond as good as any other for the
defense of New Orleans, and as far as I can learn either of the others
are stea.dincpmparéd with the Richmond. T

-1 well knew that you could do little or nothing the other night at
chasing. At no time was the runner in sight-of this ship, but the
Richmond was, we think, close upon his heels and. the  Gertrude
directly after him. Neither have yot returned. They \must have

:had a long chase, and we can ill spare them so long. They are now,

19 p. m., forty-eight hours absent. Thirty pair of good t(a{ycs failed to
discover the out-running craft. She frequently c ed her course,
after giving us a good berth, as we saw by the Richmond’s movements.

T hope your picket boat got alongside safely. The Gertrude under-
took to tow them in. My boat returned, crew all wet with spray.

. I am, very truly,

‘ o : H. K. THATOHER.
- Captain JENKINS, etc,

¥

P. S.—Acting . Master Hanraban," commanding my pilot boat,
-reports as follows: - - L, .
' We were both in tow of the Gertrude and had proceeded dbout a mile when one of the crew
jtold me that the Richmond’s boat had cast off her towline to pick up her rudder without giv-
ing any notice to the steamer or the Colorado’s boat that she intended to cast off; but as soon
Q-Mr. Hanrahan discovered that she had cast off he notified the Gertrude, when Captain

ade stopped, but could see nothing of her. He then turned the steamer and cruised some
time in pursuit, Not finding her he came to this ship and hailed, asking if the Richmond’s
boat was here or if we had seen her. - ) .

I then recalled our boat and ordered Captain Wade to go in pursuit
of your boat and to speak the Richmond. :

' H. K. THATOHER.

Captain JENKINS, -
3
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Report of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. Nawy regard%mg his expected
f : departure j’or the Swt@.’ | P

Asror House, NEw YORK, -

. Saturday, January 2, 1864.
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of the 30th ultimo, at 9:20 a. m., respecting the forces under
Admiral Buchanan at Mobile, and in repl{ I have to state that I went
over to the yard and found that Admiral Paulding had given orders
for the transfer of the men from the Niagara, and I hope to get'to sea
by to-morrow evening, ‘
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, o
« D. G. FarrAGUT,
: X " Rear-Admiral.
Hon, GioEoN WELLES, ' ' '
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. C.

Report of Commodore Bell, U. 8. Navy, regdrd'i the arrival of the
port of U. 8. 8. Itasca at%)gw Orleamn.g : 4

U. S. S. PeNsSAcCOLA, .
New Orleans, January 2, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to re?ort to the Department the arrival at
this place of the U. S. gunboat Itasca, on the 31st day of December.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
' H. H. BeLL,

Commodore, Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Hon. GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Farragut,
U. 8. Navy, forwarding information regarding the Confederate ram
Tennessee. : o o
: NAvY DEPARTMENT, January 3, 1864.
Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of a dispatch, dated the 30th

instant [ultimo), received from Major-General Hurlbut, at Memphis,

in relation to the rebel steamer Tennessee at Mobile. She is repre-
sented .o be a ram more formidable than the Merrimack.
Very respectfully, ete.,
) ... GIDEON WELLES
. Secretary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragur, U. S. Navy,
New York.

[Enclosure—Telegram.]
Mgmpris; TENN., December 30, 1863—4:30 . m.
(Received 7 p. m., January 2, 1864.)

The Tennessee at Mobile will be ready for sea in twenty days. She
is a dangerous craft. Buchanan thinks more so than the Merrimack.
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She is a ram, makes 8 knots, armed with 10-inch colunmbiads, and has

heavy Blakely guns. , .
This news just received. :

‘ - 8. A. HurLBUT,

.

Major-General, COmMMing Sucteenth Army Corps.

Hon. GiokoN WELLES,
- “ Secretary of Navy. « ’

Order gf the Secretary of the. Navy to  Acting V olunteer Lieutenant Smith,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Bermuda, to proceed on supply trip
to the West Gulf Squadron. N 7 S
~" Navy DePARTMENT, January 4, 1864,
8ir: On the 5th instant, or as soon thereafter as thé arrival of
the Department’s mail for the squadrons, proceed with the U. S, S,
Bermuda on another supply trip to the Western Gulf Blockading

uadron. -
sql’ouch'- at Port Royal and Key West on your outward trip, and land
passengers, mails, etc.;-also at. thos;dylaces on your return trip to
“receive mails, passengers, etc. You will also touch at Hampton Roads
on your return trip, and after forwardirf from that point your mails
and communicating with Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, as usual, continue
your course to Philadelphia. .
Very respectfully, etc. : ‘
, A GIDEON WELLES,s
, . Secretary of Navy.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. W. SmirH :
ommanding U. S. S. Bermuda, Philadelphia.

Instructions from Commedore Thatcher, U, S. Navy, to Captain Jen~
kins, U. 8. Navy, upon transferring the command of the Mobile
blockade. | o

U. S.- StEAM Fricate CoLORADO,
o ‘ Off Mobile Bay, January 4, 1864.

Sir: The following is an extract from a letter received from Comino-
dore H, H. Bell, commanding the West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro
tem:. “Turn over the command of the blockade of Mobile Bay and the
adjacent waters to Captain Thornton A. Jenkins, of U. S. S. Richmond
together with all the orders pertaining to the blockade, and proceejci’
to the Sonth West Pass, Mississippi River,” etc. '

The blockade now consists, in addition to your own ship, of the
Port Royal, Lieutenant-Commander George U. Morris; the Octorara,
Lieutenant-Commander W, W, Low; the Geresee, Lieutenant-Com-
mander E. C. Grafton; the Kennebec, Lieutenant-Commander William
P. McCann; the Pinola, Lieutenant-Commander [O. F.] Stanton;
the Gertrude, Acting Master Commanding H. C. Wade; the Albatross,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding T. B. DuBois, and the
Penguin, Lieutenant-Commander J. R. Beers.  The latter vessel has
been ordered to cruise for fifteen days between the longitudes 87° and
88° W. and the latitudes 27° 30’ N., for the purpose of intercepting
vessels bound in or out, at the end of which time to go to Pensacola for
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coal, and“then to report here for further orders, when she is to be"
relieved by the Albatross, to cruise until her coal is exhausted, and then
to proceed for coal as the Penguin, alternating in thisimportant service
until this sqnadron is- sufficiently strong to admit of both of these
vessels being ent on this service, ~ ,
The Oneida and Lackawanna belong to this blockade, but are now
under repdirs at New Orleans; and-the former may be expected to
report here in three weeks for duty. . ‘ '
la gunboat Iigsca is to be sent here also, having reached New
Orleans from the North. ' ' : : _
A copy of the order for night picket service is herewith enclosed for
your information. . . L , o ‘
You are already aware of the station assigned to the various vessels
employed here. The Mississippi Sound cruisers are the J. P. Jackson
and Calhoun, with the Vincennes at Ship Island. Their respective
commanders are Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pennington, Lieutenant-
Commanders Greene and Bigelow. S o
I have directed the gunboats going and returning from Pensacola to
_run along the coast, closely scrutinizing the waters at the entrance of
the Perdido. / ‘ . L ,
_The only papers relative to this blockade in my possession are here-
with enclosed. -
‘I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ ‘ ~ H. K. THATCHER,

. ‘ ' . Commodore. -
Captain THORNTON A. JENKINS, o - —
. Commanding ‘U. 8. 8. Richmond, off Mobile Bay. .

Correspondence with commanding officer of H. B. M. 8. Virago regarding
communication with the British consul at Mobile, January 4 to
February 2, 1864.

Order of Commodore Thatcher, U. 8, Navy, to Captain Jenkins, U. 8. Navy.

U. S. Steam FricATe CoLoRADO, |
Off Mobile Bay, January b, 1864.
Sir: Last evening H. B. M. 8. Virago arrived and anchored near
this ship, and her commander, W. G. H. Johnstone, called upon me,
Eresentmg ‘an official letter on her Majesty’s servics, stating that he
ad been instfucted by A<.miral Milne, commanding her Britannic Maj-
esty’s forces, North America and West Indies, to deéliver-certain dis-
Kftches from the foreign office to her Britannic Majesty’s consul &t
obile in person, or through a suitable officer of his ship, and sayit
to me that he must either go himself o7 send his second .ntenant (his
first being under arrest). He left it to me to point out to him in what
manner he could execute his trust, and I suggested that he could
either go in with one of our gunboats with a rowboat and her crew
under a flag,'and embark for Mobile in a Confedetate steamer, or sen
for his consul to come down the bay, which proposal.-was entirely satis-
factory to him. As I may not remain here to see this officer returned
to hisship, I have herewith enclosed a 'cogy of my orders to Lieutenant-
Commander McCann, of the Kennebec, Tor your information, and will
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thank you to have the latter part carried into effect, should I be
absent with this ship at-the time of this officer’s return:--
- Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. o o H. K. THATCHER, -
Captain T. A, JENKINS, = . ‘ - Commodore.
Commanding U. S. 8. Richmond, off Mobile Bay. '

Roport of Commodore Thatcher, U ‘8, Navy,

‘U. S. SteaM FR1GATE  COLORADO, ..
o , , ~ Off Mobile Bay, January 7, 1864. .
Commopore: Herewith I enclose correspondence with Commander
William G. H. Johnstone, commanding H. B. M. 8. Virago, which vessél
- arrived here on the évening of the 4th instant, in relation to his appli-
cation ‘to me to deliver dispatchesto her Britannic Majesty’s consul at
Mobile from the British foreign office. Also instructions to Lieutenant-
Commandér William W. Low, commanding U..S.. gunboat Octorara,
relative to conducting a flag of truce between that vessel and the Con-
federates. . : ] ' : " :
_Although the Virago arrived-on the 4th instant, the state of the
weather has been such as to render all communication with the shore
difficult, if not impracticable; indeed, the state of the weather has
prevented my visiting the Virago until to-day, but I propose permit--
ting & communication with Fort Morgan through a flag of truce at the
earliest moment the weather will allow..
Thé same reasons have operated to prevent my departure in this
ship for the South West Pass. : -
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. K. THATOHER,
' : Commodore.
Commodore H. H. BELL, X
+ Commanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans. -
\ 4

Report of Captain Jenkins, U, 8, Navy.

U, S. Steam Sroop Rroumonp,
. . ) Blockade off Mobile, January 1., 1864.

Str: I transmit herewith for your information copy of a letter from
Commander Johnstone, commanding H. B. M.S. Vgrago, now off this
place, and copy of my reply to that communication.

The Octorara was sent-inside of the bar onthe forenoon of the 10th,
in compliance with previous arrangement by Commodore Thatcher,
but the boat.did not make its appearance, and three shots having been
- fired at the Octorara from Fort Morgan I made signal of recall.

The boat may be expected when the weather becomes better. The
presence of foreign vessels of war off a blockaded port is necessarily
embarrassing at all times, but especially so when detained a loni time.

Foreign vessels of war having been permitted to go into the harbor
of Charleston, the restrictions here place the commanding officer in an
unpleasant, if not a false, position. o .
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I would be pleased if this subject were brouglit to the notice of the
Department, with the view to the issuance of specific and positive
instructions in regard to communicating with the enemy. T

It is important, too, in my judgment, that foreign .vessels of war,
. when in sight of a blockaded port or place, should be required to mask
their lights at night. Restrictions of this sort, however, belong more
properly to the treaty-making pro:ers than to naval officers, unless in
cases of great urgency. = o
You will, no'doubt, recall to mind vie difficulties at. this place last
Kfar (at about this time), growing out of the arrival and stay of H. B.
. S. Vesuvius, which resulted in the issuing of a general order by
Vice-Admiral Sir Alexander Milne commanding the. North America
and West India Station, on the subject of flags of truce, etc.
I am, very respectfully,
THORNTON A. JENKINS,
Captain and Senior Officer Present. -

Commodore H. II. BeLr, U. 8. Navy,
Commanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.

Report ¢/ Commodore Bell, U. 8, Navy, transmitting correspondence.

\ U. S. STEAM Sroor PENSsAcOLA,
, Off New Orleans, La., Japuary 16, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of correspondence
between Commodore Henry K. Thatcher and Commander Johnstone,
of H. B. M., S. Virago, in reference to communicating with her Britan-
nic Majesty’s consul at Mobile. ' ‘
JI have the honor to be, your obedient servant

H. H. Bern, .

Commodore, Comdg. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Hon; GipEoN WELLES,. . :
“Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. -C.

{Endorsements.} -

Calls them ‘‘Confederates,”’ and recognizes the act of Jeff. Davis in
suspending the consuls. ‘ Flox].

We do not admit the legitimacy of the so-called Confederate Gov-
ernment, and the use of their assumed titles should not take place with
foreign officials. . W[ELLES].

[Enclosures.) ‘

H. B. M. S. Virago,
. . Off Mobile, January 4, 1864.

Sir: In compliance with directions received from Vice-Admiral Sir
Alexander Milne, K. C. B., commander in chief, I have the honor to
request that you will be pleased to grant me permissioni to communi-
cate [with] her Britannic Majesty’s consul.at Mobile and to deliver te
him the dispatches I am the bearer of, from the commander in chief
(foreign office). LT

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, :

. G. H. JounsTonE, Commander.
The SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER, S
Commanding the United States V essels off Mobile.
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o ' - U. S, S. CoLorapo,
: - Off Mobile Bay, January 5, 1864.

Sir: With every desire to extend all ¢ourtesy to the friendly Gov-
ernment which you represent, I have the honor to inform you that since
our conversation (soon after your arrival in this roadstead .Jast even-
ing) in relation to delivering dispatches to her Britannic Majesty’s con-
sul at Mobile, it has occurred to me that-I have seen a statement that
her Majesty’s consuls within the limits of the Confederate States had
been deprived of their official functions by the Confederate Executive.
Subsequently, in a conversation with an intelligent gentleman of Mobile
(now a prisoner-of war), I have been informed tﬁmt he is personally
acquainted with the late British consul at Richmond, Va., but who
now resides at Mobile, and that this gentleman disclaims holding that
office or any other position than that of a private citizen since the
decree of the Confederate Government named in the foregoing. I can
not-assert, nor can I believe, that my information is correct on this
subject,’but am disposed to believe that I"have been misinformed
' articuiarly onreferring to the following quotation from your letter of

ast evening, requesting permission to communicate with her Britannic
Majesty’s consul at Mobile and to deliver him the dispatches you are
the bearer of from the commander in chief (foreign office).

I respectfully request that you will be pleased to give nie any infor-
mation which you may possess in relation to this subject, that T may
be enabled to perform my duty satisfactorily to my Government.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, '
: H. K. THATCHER,
Commodore.

1

Commander W. G. H. JounsroNg,
Commanding H. B. M. Steam Sloop Virago.

. H. B. M.-S. Viraco,.
Off Mobile Bay, January 7, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of the 5th instant, and beg to inform you that I am ignorant of .
the statements which have been made to you respecting her Britannic
Majesty’s consuls having been deprived of their official functions by.
the Confederate Executive.

The dispatches with which I am intrusted are directed ¥, J. Crid-
land, esq., her Britannic Majesty’s acting consul at Mobile,” and left
the {oreign office’on the 17th October, 1863. I have therefore no
doubt that this gentleman is still acting as such, and would beg that I
may be permitted to carry out my instructions:” -

I would observe that if on communicating with Mobile it should be
found that the functions of her Majesty’s consuls have béen suspended
that the dispatches will be retained. o _—

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, ‘ .
W. G. H. JONNSTONE,
Commander.

\ U. 8. S. CoLorADO,
. . Off Mobile Bay, January,?, 1864.
Str: You will please take in tow a rowboat, with four inen as her
crew and an officer from H. B. M. S. Virago, under a flag of truce, to”
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a point inside or to the north of Sand Island, and if this flag is-re-
sponded to by the. Confederate authorities you. will permit the
ritish officer to telegraph to her Britannic Majesty’s consul at Mobile
to come down to the fort (Morgan) to receive c?'ispatches from the

British foreign office which are addressed to him.

Should the British officer be detained for a rep(lly, you'will be author-
ized to receive him with his boat’s crew on board your vegsel until the
consul shall have arrived fromn Mobile, which will be mafle known to

you‘throi.\ﬁh_ a flag of truce from the bay. ,
~ You will not-permit the Confederate vessel to pass outside of you
under any consideration. ' : .

The English officer must wear his proper uniform.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
~ . H. K. THATOHER,

o . o Commodore.
Lieutenant-Commander Wm. W. Low, .
Commanding U. S. Gunboat Octorara.

: H. B. M. S. Viraco,
Off Mobile Bay, January 11, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you (that with your permission),
should the boat belonging to this ship not return by noon to-day; that
it is my wish to proceed in off the gar in her Majesty's steam sloop
undeér my command and send a boat in to ascertain what has become
of her, as by the instructions given to the officer he should have returned
to the ship before this. ‘

Ihave the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,:
W. G. H. JOHNSTONE,
. Commander.

The SeN1oR OFFICER, :

Commanding U. S. Squadron off Mobile.

U. S. S. RicumonD,
Off Mobile Bar, January 11, 1864—8 a. m.

Stw: I have had the honor this moment to receive your letter
informing me that with my permission, should the boat belonging to

our ship not return by noon to-day, that it is your wish to proceed
in off the bar in her Majesty’s steam sloop under your command and
.send in a boat to ascertain what has become of her.

In reply I beg to say that under my instructions, and in accordance
with the practice hitherto in such cases on this blockade, I would not
be justified in consenting to allow her Majesty’s steamn sloop under
y}our 'i:]ommand to pass inside of the line of the blockade represented by
this ship. S _

It inl afford me pleasure to carry out to the best of my ability the
arrangement entered into by yourself with Commodore Thatcher, and
shall continue to keep onc of the gunboats on the lookout for the
approach of your boat from Fort Morgan to take her in tow when near
enough to our lines to do so. , o '

In the meantime, in 3ase your boat does not return and you still
wish to communicate again, I will gladly send one of the vessels under
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my command under a flag of truce with one of your boats in tow over
the bar to await a reply from Fort Morgan.
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
. THORNTON A. JENKINS
. Captain and Senior Officer off Mobile.
Commander W. G. H. JoUNSTONE,
Commanding H. B. M. 8. Virago, off Mobile Bar.

H.B. M. S. Viraco,
Off Mobile Bay, January 12, 1864.

Sir: I consider it my duty to thank you officially for your cordial
cooperation in assisting me to carry out my instructions from the
commander in chief, as well as- the civility and attention I have
received at your hands during the time this ship has been at anchor off
Mobile Bar. , .

Thave the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
: W. G. H: JOUNSTONE,
Commander.
Captain T. A. JENKINS,
Senior Naval Officer, Commanding
U. S. Squadron off Mobile Bay.

1

Letter from the Beoretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8, Navy,

A NAvYy DrrarT™MENT, February 2, 1864.

Sir: Commodore Bell has forwarded to the Department, under date
of the 16th ultimo, copies of correspondence Eetween Commodore
Thatcher and Commander Johnstone, of H. B, M. S. Virago, in refer-
ence to communicating with the British consul at Mobile.

It is observed that Commodore. Thatcher in his letter to Commander
Johnstone 'uses such expressions as ‘‘ the Confederate States,” the-
‘“ Confederate Executive,’”” and ‘“Confederate Government.”

We do not admit the legitimacy of the so-called Confederate Goyern-

~ment, and the use of these assumed titles should not take place with
foreign officials.” Such termsas ‘‘ the rebel ”’ or *‘ the insurgent "’ Gov-
ernment would be better. ‘

In these remarks it is not intended to intimate that in the necessary
intercourse with the rebels themselves there should be any want of
personal courtesy or any refusal to recognize their claims to titles
in necessary official interyiews.

" Very respectfully, etc.,

’ GiveoNn WELLES,
: \ Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. G. FArraaur, '

Comdg. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.
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Report of Rear&Ad';nfifal‘Farragut, U. 8. Navy, acknowledging infor-
_mation regarding the Confederate ram Tennessee.

_U. S. FLagsHir HARTFORD,
Brooklyn Navy Yard, January 6, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of January 3, enclosing the copy of a‘dispatch from Major-
- General Hurlbut, commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, in relation to
the ram Tennessee. We have been detained two days in making the
transfer of men from the Niagara. It is now snowing very heavily,
but 'we will go to sea the moment the pilot will take us out, and the
Department may be assured that Commodore Bell and the officers off
Mobile are fully awaro of everything that is going on in Mobile Bay.
How far we may be able to contend with the Tennessce time will have
to show, but I believe that Commodore Thatcher will do his duty. I
have a good report of him. : «
I hope to be there, however, before the issue is made. They have
my or({:;rs as to the manner of attack with the enemy. -
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ D. G. Farraqur,
Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gipron WELLES, .
Secretary of the Navy.

Instructions from Qommodore Bell, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Jenkins,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the Mobile blockade.

. U. S. S. PENSACOLA,
: Off New Orleans, La., January 6, 1864,

Sir: The Itasca; Lieutenant-Commander George Brown, is sent to
join the blockading force off Mobile Bar. ( o

I would suggest the propriety of keeping the vessels on blockade
constantly underway in foggy weather to avoid surprise from the enemy
inside. This would render necessary some well-airanged signals to
avoid accidents among your own vessels. « o

You will Flease manage about coaling in such a manner that two
vessels on blockade will never run short at the same time., Two coal
vessels have been at Ship Island for a long time at heavy expense; yet
it is necessary that one shall be there all the time with coals for the
vessels in the seund.
~ You will please give me timely notice for sending thither more coals
in anticipation.

Please forward to the navy yard, Pensacola, by the first opportunity,
the mails which are on board of the [tasca for that station.

Very respectfully, .
H. H. Bew,

Commodore, Comdg. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Captain THORTON A. JENKINS,
U. 8. 8. Sloop Richmond, Comdg. Blockading Forces
' Off Mobile Bar.
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Order of -Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
. Brown, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Itasca, to proceed to duty
on the Mobile blockade. ‘

U. S. 8. PeNsacoLa,
Off New Orleans, January 6, 1864.

Sir: As soon as the Jtasca is ready for sea proceed to Mobile Bar
and report to Captain T. A. Jenkins, U. 8. S. Richmond, commanding
the blockade there, for duty.

You will please touch at Ship Island and place the officers of the
Port Royal on board the Vincennes, to-be forwarded to that vessel in
the souild near Grant’s P%ﬁ?i

am, very respectfully,
e d H. H. BeLL,
Commodore, Comdg. Westcrn Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Lieutenant-Commander (:EORGE Brown, _
Commanding U. S. Gunboat Itasca, New Orleans.

Letter from Commodore Bell, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Banks,
U. 8. Army, requesting that the steamer Alabama de turned over to
the Navy. ‘

U. S. S. PENsacoLa,
Off New Orleans, January 6, 1864,

GENERAL: The enclosed papers will acquaint you with the circum-
stances under which the steamer Alabama passed into the service of
the Army. , -

Having pressing necessities for vessels of her draft in this'squadron,
I would request that she be turned over to me, according to the
original understanding. < .

Thave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"H. H. Bewri,

Oommodoré, Commanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.
Major-General NaTuanieL P. BANKS,

Commander in. Chief, Department of the Gulf, New Orleans.

Order of the Secretary gf the Nawvy to Commodore Bell, U. S. Nawvy, to
send Acling E*n:(}gﬂ 'hapman, U. S. Navy, to Liverpool as witness in
_ the case of Confederate rams built in Kngland. : :

" NAvY DEPARTMENT, J anuary &, 1864.

S1r: You will detach-Acting Ensign George T. Chapman from the
U. 8. 8. Lackawanna and order him to proceed by the earliest convey-
ance to Liverpool, England, and report to Mr. Thomas H. Dudley, the
U. S. consul at that port. Shouls there be be no conveyance from
New Orleans, he will proceed immediately to New York and take the
steamer thence; Mr. Dudley requests that he be sent with the least
delay, as he is a material witness in the case of the rams built in Eng-
land for the rebel Government. You will also direct him, on the com-
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pletion, of his dity in England to return to the United States and
report, f)y letter to this Department :
ou are authorized to advance him three months’ pay, if vequired.
Very respectfully,
Gu)gon WELL?S re N
ecreta,r'y of 1
Commodore H. H. BgLy, -
“‘Comdyg. (pro tem.) Western Gulf Blockadmg Squadron, -
. .New Orleans, La

Report of Rear-Admiral Farra ut, U. 8. Nawy, regardmg his departure
P f m the lg S. 8. Hartford.

U. S. FLagsaIP HARTFORD,
' Off Sendy Hook, January 5, 1864,

Str: I have the honor to report this vessel oﬁ‘ Sandy Hook on her
way to her station.

%e left the navy yard at 1 p.m.ina sm)wstorm

Very'rcspect%ully, your obedlenb servunt,

- D. G FArrAGuT,

' Rear-Admiral.
Hon, GIpEON WELLES ‘ / A
Secretary of the Navy.

//.

Letter from O'Ommodor(’ Bell, U. S N% to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S
Navy, regarding lzghtdraf t vessels for the Texas blockade :

U. 8. 8. PENSACOLA,
Oﬁ New Orleans, January 6; 1864,

ApmiraL: The tinclads’ Nyanza and Stockdale reported to me on
the 3d instant, and their pxlots were next day detached and oraered to
proceed to Calro the master’s mates and crews will be forwarded with-
out delay to the Hssex for trana ortation to Cairo.

I regret you can not spare the crew and officers, for neither can be
obtained here, especially assistant engineers, without orippling other
‘vessels. Light-draft vessels of 3 or 4 feet are wanted for Texan waters;
if you could supply a half dozen such, staunch enough in top hamper,
boﬂer, chimney, hog braces, and wheels to stand a moderate sea in
running down the coast to their destlnatxons, _you would do good public
service,

The class of vessels can not be obtained here while the upper waters

within your command abound with them.

' have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant
o H. H-Bent; - ‘
Commodore, C’omm(mdmg West Gulf Blockadmg Sguadron

Rear-Admiral Davip D PORTER,
Commanding Mwmmppz Fleet.
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Reports of Commodore Thatcher, U. 8. Navy, regarding the capture of
Confederate schooner John Scott.

. g

U. 8. SteAM ‘Frigate COLORADO, :
. Off Mobile Bay, January 8, 1864,
Sir: Herewith I forward the report of Lieutenant-Commander Wil-
liam P. McCann, commanding U. 8. gunboat Kennebec; of the capture
of Confederate schooner John Scott, from Mobile for Havana, with
cargo of cotton and turpentine: ' .

- At 1:30 a: m,, while at anchor in main ship'channel, I discovered a small boat drifting out
to sea, The cable was s)ipped and the boat picked up with a Mobile pilot named William
Norval, from whom I learned that he had piloted out the Swash Channel the evening previous
the rebel blockade runner John Scott. I'immediately steamed to the southward and east-
ward and about 8 5. m. discovered a-sail to the southward and gave chase and fired a shot to
heave her to. - She did not hoist her colors, but-:¢commenced throwing overboard part of her
deck load of cotton and hauled by thé wind to the southward and westward. - On comix;g
within range I opened fire, and at the tenth shot she rounded to and was boarded and prov.
to be the rebel schooner John Scott, bound from Mobile to Havana with cotton and turpen-
tine, and the same vessel the pilot Scott [Norval] had brought out of Mobile Bay the evening
previous. The papers found on board proved her to be a rébel. I.at once transferred the
master and five other persons to this vessel ag prisoners, took her in tow, and returned to this
sguadron. I have transmitted ali the pgﬁ«:x‘s end writings found on board to the U. S. dis-
trict jud%(: at the port of New Orleans. is vessel is an American-built pilot boat, built at
Newburgh, N. Y., and her foreign name was Victoria. The on!{ colors found on bosrd were
an English and a Confederate flag. There was no other vessel in sight at the time of the’
‘capture, which was in latitude 29° 28, longitude 89° 48’, I transmit herewith a list of
officers and men attached to this vessel entitled to share in the prize to the U. S, district

judge. . .
The following is a list of persons found on board the J. Scott,viz:
William Brown, captain, Liverpool; John Mahony, sailor, England;
Charles Johnson, sailor,gdweden; N. A. Bowford, sailor, Nassau, New
Providence;. Alexander Sabio, sailor, Italy; S. D. Handcock, cook,
Liverpool. S ' .

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

1

H. K. THATCHER,
Commaodore.

Commodore H. H. BeLL, A
Commanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.

U. 8. SteaMm FricaTE CoLORADO,
) : Oﬁ' Mobile Bay, Junuary 8, 1864.

CoMMODORE: I deem the information communicated to me by Lieu-
tenant-Commander McCann of sufficient importance to make it- the
subject of an especial letter. This William Norval, the pilot .who
brought out the prize schooner John Scott, now a prisoner; 18 sent to
New Orleans to be delivered to your orders with the crew of the prize.
He is the man who Xiloted out all the blockade runners, according to his
own confession, and therefore a very important personage to the rebels,
and had he been able to return to Mobile ‘wouFd doubtless have been
employed by that Government to pilot their armed vessels should
_they conclude to make a raid upon this squadron, and you will per-
ceive the importance of retaining this prisoner in security. From all
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accounts Mobile pilots are now very much reduced in numbers and
difficult to be procured. - - ’ '
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- . oo, K. THATOHER,

e ‘ ‘ ' Commodore.
Commodore H. H, BrLL, )
Commanding Western (Julf Blockading Squadron.

Order of Commadore Bell, U. S Navy, to Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy,
regarding the Department's order in rejgrmce to enlisted men.,

, U. S. S, PENSACOLA,

. ’ ’ Off New Orleans, La., January 7; 1864.

Sir: The following extract from the honorable Secretary of the
Navy is for the information of commanding officers of vessels on
blockade, under your command:

You are authorized by law to retain men whose terms of enlistment are out, whenever
their services may be required, and you will issue no discharges except by order of the
Department. v

Very respectfully,
: H. H. BELL,

Commodore, Comdg. West Gulf Blockaxliny Squddron pro tem.

Captain THORNTON A, JENKINS,
* Commanding Blockading Forces off Mobile Bar.

!

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S.
Navy, forwarding consular information.

' NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 8, 1864

Sir: I consider it proper to.communicate the following extracts
from consuldr dispatches received by the Secretary of gtate and
referred to this Department for your information:
From consul at Quebec, under date of December 26,1863. In re-
ferring to rebel desperadoes mentioned in a previous dispatch he says:
Letters have been received here from them by their friends now sojourning in Quebec, who
are in full g)mpathy with the rebellion, in which they say that they have concluded not to

enter the'South by the way of Wilmington, N. C,, from Nassau, New Providence, but they
intend to run the blockade at the port of Mol)ile, Ala. :

From consul at Bermuda, under date of December 22, 1863:

There is at these islanda at the present time a.large number of desperate men from the
Southern States, some fifty having arrived ‘rom Halifax last week, one of which, report says

Yo

is John H. Morgan. About one hundréed have been here for some time; their board is pai

by Confederate agents. Some piratical schemo is evidently contemplated by them.
Very respectfully, etc., ‘ :

GipeoN WELLES,

o Secretary of the Navy.
"Rear-Admiral D. G. FArracur, -
Commanding Western Gu‘ljl Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.
) e
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8.
%’{anb);zi forwarding information regarding Confederate movements at
olnle.
4 Navy DeprartMenTt, January 8, 1864.
Sie: I transmit herewith a copy of a dispatch from Rear-Admiral
Porter, dated the 29th ultimo, witK a copy of the letter* that accom-
panied it, giving information in regard to the movements of the rebels
at Mobile, '
Very respectfully, ete., .
- GmeoN WELLES,
3 Secretary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral D. G, FArrAGuT,

Commanding Western Gulf Squadron, New Orleans.

Order of Commodore Bell, U. S. Nawy, to Acting Ensign Lowrie, U. 8.
Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Stockdale, for the transfer of officers and
men for transportation to Cairo, I ll.‘ .

. U. S. S. PENSACOLA,
L Off New Orleans, La., January 8, 1864.
' Sir: You will transfer all the officers and crew of the U. S.'S. Stock-
dale, under your command, except yourself, the engineer, and pay-
master, to the U. 8. 8. No. 21, of the river fleet, for transportation to
Cairo. Paymaster’s steward is also excepted. .
Very respectfully, :

- o _ H. H. BeLy,
Commodore, Comdg. Western Gfulf Blockdg. Squadron pro tem.

Acti% Ensign Lowrig, '
7/

'

ommanding U. S. S. Stockdale, New Orleans.

[Order of same date and like tenor to Actirig Ensign James Wilson,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S, Nyanza.|

Letter from Commodore Bell, 1. S. Navy, to Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the transfer of certwin officers and men to
Cairo, 111, 0 4

' U. S. 8. PENSACOLA,

Off New Orleans, La., January 8, 1864.

Sir: I have ordered the crew dnd officers of the gunboats Nyanza
and Stockdale to be transferred todgunboat No. 21 for transportation
to Cairo, theivr commanders, engineers, paymasters, and paymaster’s
stewards being excepted. The stcwa'r(fs eing attachés of the pay-
masters I consider them as coming under the head of those who were
to remain by the vessel, as designated by yourself.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ‘ H. H. BeLL,
Commodore, Commanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTER,
Commanding Mississippi Fleet, Cairo, I11.

, *See vol, 20, p. 727,
N W B—voL 2]—2 :
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Report of Commodore Bell, U. S. Nawvy, regarding the transfer from
ear-Admiral Porter’s command of the two tinclads, Nyanza and
Stockdale. ' : ‘
U. S. SteEAM SLooP PENSACOLA,
; Off New Orleans, La., January 8, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the Nyanza
and Stockdale, two tinclad, stern-wheel river hoats, were received here
on the 3d instant” from Rear-Admiral David D, f’orter, the admiral
requesting all the officers and crew; éxcept their commanders, chief
engineers, and paymasters, to be seiit back to Cairo, ‘ .
hese vessels, although well calculated for bayou service, are too
frail and insufficiently braced to be trusted in a sea for five minutes (if
it should be desirable to pass them by sea inte adjacent bayous) with-
out first receiving considerable additional expense. Kven then the.
sea should be smooth. '
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant
. i. 1. Beu,
Commodore, Comdy. West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Hon, GipEoN WELLES, -
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Commaodore Bell, U/, S. Navy, naming the officers appointed
to command the U. S. gunboats Nyanza and Stockdale.

- ' ' , U. S. S. PENSACOLA,
A New Orleans, January 8, 1864,
. 8ir: Ihave the honor to inform the Department that I have ordered
Acting Master Thomas Edwards to the command of the U. 8. gunboat
Stockdale and Acting Master S, B. Washburn to the command of the
U. S. gunboat Nyanza, the former from the Oneida, the latter from
the Pensacola. :
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. II. Bewy,
Commodore, Comdg, West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Hon. GivgoN WELLES, C
~ Secretary of the Nuvy.

Letter from Commodore Bell, . 8. Nawy, to Commander Townsend,
U. 8. Nawvy, commanding U. S. 8. Issex; regarding the return to
Cuiro, 1., of the officers and crews of the tinclads.

‘ U. S. S. PENBACOLA, ,
. O New Orleans, La., January 9, 1864,
Sir: Rear-Admiral Porter, in transferring gunboats Nyanza and
Stockdalé to the Gulf fleet, requested that their officers and crews
should be returned to (‘airo by sending them to the Eésex and thence
by the divisional commanders of the river fleet,
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I have in compliance therewith put the master’s mates and crews of
said gunboats on board of the No. 2/, to be returned to Cairo by your-
gelf in your own way. , _

Very respectfully, ' . , :
’ ' - . H. BELL,
Commodore, Comdg. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Commander ROBERT TOWNSEND, . .
Commanding 1. S. gunbout Isser, off Donaldsonvitle, La.

Report of Commaodore Bell, U/, S. Navij, regarding the sending North of
the U. S. 8. Colorado.

U. S, StEAM SLoop PENSACOLA,
Off New Orleans, La., January 9, 1864,
Sir: The Colorado has been ordered to the South West, Paas to ren-
der her transfers of men, in licu of those of expired enlistinents, on
board of ships in this port. She will be dispatched to the North as
soon as this is effected. .7
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: , - HL I Bel,
Commaodore, Comdg. West (Pulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Hon. GibeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
.-

o

Report of Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, regarding the arrival at New
L Orleans of the U. 8. S. Queen. )

“U. 8. 8. PENBACOLA,
‘New Orvleans, January 9, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival at this port of the U, S. S,

Qucen. , ' -
I have discharged her ordnance stores and shall place her on block-
ade on the coast of Texas. ‘
Very respectfully, .
' I, H. BeL,

Commodore, Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Hon. GiokoN WeLLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1), (/.

{Endorsements, )

Copy oé\Buteau's order of December 1, 1863, to Commodore Mont-
gomery, in reference to the Queen: o
“Sir: As soon)as the Queen is loaded and ready for sea you will please
direct her to proceed with all dispatch to New Orleans, via Fortress

Monroe and Port-Royal, S. C., delivering the ordnance stores consigned
to those places, .
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Unless otherwise directed by the officer commanding the West Gulf
. Blockading Squadron, the Queen will return to New York immediately
after discharging her f reight at New Orleans. : .

I am, sir, ete.,
. : R. AuLiok,
N Asgistant Chief of Bureau,

P. S.—=Any freight for Pensacola is to be landed at New Orlti?ni

Bureau or OrRDNANCE, January 23, 1864.

The Burean would like very much to have the Queen transferred
back as an ordnance transport.if the exigencies of the service will

pernut, .
__H, A Wisg, -
Chief of Bureauw.

Report of Captain Jenkins, U.8. Ne vy, regarding the escape of a steamer
. off Mobile. .

U. S. S. Ricamonn,
Off Mobile Bar, January'10, 1864.
Sir: A walking-beam side-wheel* steamer ran gshore yesterday
morning under Fort Morgan and remained there during' the day in
spite of our efforts to destroy her.  She was gotten off during the night
while under the fire of two of the gunboats. - - -
I am, very'respectfully, . :
"THORNTON A. JENKINS,

Captwin and Sewior Officer Present.

" Commodore 11. I1. Bery, U. S, N;z?', »
Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem., New.Orleans.

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Gertrude, Acting Master Wade, U. 8. Navy,
. " commanding. : )

January 9, 1864.—Off Mobile., At 9 a. m. got underway and ran
down to the ﬂagsilip. At 10 captain went on hoard the Richmond.
Returned on hoard with orders to restore Acting Third Assistant Engi-
ncer Phillip Ketler to duty;-at same time started ahead and ran in
toward the fort. - Fleet commenced firing on a rebel steamer aground
on the har. At 11:30 a, m. fired three shots at the rebel steamer. At
7 p. m. came to anchor off Pelican Channel, At 8 p. m. heard heavy
firing to the eastward. _ :

January 10.—At meridian the Octorara steamed up the Main Ship
Channel under a flag of truce toward Fort Morgan. At 12:40 fort
ff}red three shots at her, hauled down flag of truce, and returned to the

eet, : S

“January 12.—At 8:45 p. m. saw a blockdde steamer running out

Ship Channel. Slipped our chain and gave chase and called all hands
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to (?ua_rters. Burned No. 2 Coston signal, At 9 burned No. 3 Coston
and rocket. ' : :

January 18.—At 5:15 p. m. sighted our buoy. At 9:05 came to
 with our port anchor. - .

Report of Captain Jenkins, U. . Navy, regarding the U. 8. 8. Port
: toyal.

U. 8. S. Rioumonb,
A Off Mobile Bar, January 10, 1864.
Sir: The Port Royal came in a few evenings since, reported to Com-
modore Thatcher, and the next afternoon léft for Ship Island, as I was
informred by Commodore Thatcher, to reerect his smokestack, which
hid been carried 'away during the night by one of the gaffs. My own
opinion is that the Port Royal is not particularly neede(‘f in the [Missis-
sippi] Sound at this time while our force here 1s not large. The com-
mander of that vessel will most likely disregard Commodore Thatch-
er's verbal order to return here without unnecessary delay.
I am, very respectfully,
" . "THORNTON A. JENKINS,
Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Commodore H, H. BEI;L, U. S. Navy, .
Comdg. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander Jouett,
. U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Metacomet.

Navy DepArRTMENT, January 11, 1864.
Sir: As soon as the U. 8:S. Metacomet is ready for sea proceed with
her to New Orleans, touching at Key West on tl)wre way, and report to
Rear-Admiral Farragut for duty in the Western Gulf Blockading
Squadron, >
Very respectfully, cte.,
GmeoN WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander J. E. Jouert, s
Commanding U. S. 8. Metacomet, New York.

Letter from Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General Stone,
57 . k’ Army, requesting aid in removal of cargo of prize steamer Grey
acket. . : ;
: U. 8. 8. PensacorA, January 11, 1864.
.. GenprAL: I 'have to request the loan of a keel or canal boat for
removing the cargo from a prize steamer [Grey Jacket] aground at
Pass & I’Outre. :
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All such craft being in the hands of army{authoritiés, I can find one
nowhere else. 1 observe two or three near Algiers, apparently unoc-
cupied. The hoats are wanted immediately, if they can be spared.

- T am, very respectfully, general, your obedient gervant,
‘ . H. H. BeLr, -
Commaodore.
* Brigadier-General C. P. StonEg, : ;
- Chief of Staff, Department. of the Gulf.

Letter from Commander Strong, U. S. Navy, to Major-General W ash-
. burn, U. S. Army, regarding operations in the nérghborhood of Pass
- Cavallo. \ . .
U. S, S. MONONGAHELA, -
. ' Pass Cavallo, Tex., January 11, 1864.
Dear -Generar: The Aroostook came down thismorning.. Thad t
send her to Galveston, but have a gunboat up the coast and will keep
one theré. Captain Hatfield reports that the rebels have thrown up.
works at San Bernard and at the Caney [Creek] , but no guns as yet
mounted. From Caney he was fired upon bfr field guns night before
last, but when_he shelled them this morning he got noreply, so 1 take
it the guns wereonly brought there for the occasion, but Is allendeavor
to stop their proceedings.  Only about 100 cavalry were seen, I
shall have to send the G. C. [Granite (ity] up to Galveston, but she
will return immediately. T have coal here for the Estrelle. Hope to
get on shore in a day or two to see you, . ,
Yours, truly, : .
- : « J. H. Strong.
[Major-General C. C. WASHBURN.]

Abstract log of the U.S. 8. Penobscot, Lieutenant-Commander Benham, .
U. 8. Navy, commanding, January 11 to February 10, 1864.

January 11, 1864.—At 1 p. m., steaming. up the coast [of Texas],
saw a sand battery with two guns mounted at San Bernard. At 2:25
{:. m., standing down the coast; saw a number,of men building a sand

attery at Caney Creek. - Stoodin toward shore, cleared ship for action,
fired 2 5-second shell from XI-inch pivot, 2 10-second and 2 15-second
from 20-pounder Parrott, one shéll bursting near the muzzle. Fired
3 shell from 24-pounder, howitzer, driving the/rebels from their works.
Stood offshore; came to anchor. At 4:45/p. m. got underway and
stood in; opened at short range on a battéry building by the rebels.
Expended 3 Parrott shell, 3 XI-inch shell,/and 4 24-pounder howitzer
shell, bursting about the battery and three short. - No reply. At 5:30
saw a steamer bearing S. W. At 7 p. m. stood inshore; cleared shi
for action; opened fire on rebel battery. Expended 1 15-second shel
20-pounder Parrott, 15-second shell, XI-inch pivot. No reply, shell
bursting over the battery. ' oM

January 13.—At 8 a, m. opened at short range on the enemy’s
breastworks and fired from XTinch pivot 2 10-second shell and
1 15-second shell; from Parrott 20-pounder, 2 15-second shell. Shells
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exploding over the works. U. S. S. Owasco also firing. At 8:20
ceased firing, and at 8:35 started for Galveston blockade.

January 14.—At 11:10 a. 1. saw a boat with a flag of trucé standing
out, also & white flag on the fort at Galveston. Sent a boat with an
officer.and 'a flag of truce to communicate with strange boat, Bolivar.
light-house bearing N.W. by W., Spindle W.by N. At 1 flag-of-truce
boat returned from communicating, bringing letters from prisoners,
etc. Sent them to the Ossipee. ‘

February 10.—At 9:45 a. m. second cutter, in charge of Mr, Jack
executive officer, went inshore off Fort Point to communicate and
land their paroled prisoners under flag of truce. At 2:15 p. m. second
cutter returned with paroled prisoners; did not communicate. At
2 :25 schooner with flag of truce started out from the Fort Point
toward the fleet. At 4:30 sent in flag-of-truce boat with prisoners to
commnicate with a schooner coming out. At 5 schooner stood back
toward the fort. At 5:10 our boat turned back. At'6:45 Mr, Jack
returned on board with prisoners. ‘

Report of Commander Strong, U. 8. Navy, referring to batteries being
: erected at Caney Creek and San Bernard River. .

U. S. SteaM SLoor MONONGAHELA,
Off Pass Cavallo, Tex., January 12, 1864.

Sir: I hawve the honor to enclose you Acting Master Lamson’s report
of the part taken by the Granite City in the late eéxpedition up the
coast,

The rebels are at work putting up works at Caney Creek and San
Bernard. I have a gunboat stationed there to interrupt them as
much as possible. : e

Provisions have arrived for the army. No prospect yet of a for-
ward movement. -

I have the FEstrella inside. The Grranite ity has gone to Galveston
for coal. The Owasco came up from the Rio Grande yesterday. No
news there. ’ | '

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, ,
J. H. StronNg,
. Commander.

Commodore H. H. BeLy,

: Commanding West Qulf Blockading Squadron,

U. 8. Flagship Pensacola, New Orleans, La.

" P. S.—I have_just heard that General Dana arrived this morning.
He is to relieve General Washburn, |
J. H. S,

[

Abstract log of :ihe U. 8. 8. A,roostook/, Lieutenant-Commander Hatfield,
: _ U. 8. Nawvy, commanding.

January 7, 1864.—Off Pass Cavallo. At 1:45 p. m. fired on some
rebel cavalry and a battery which they were erectitig.” Expended 3
XI-inch 5-second shell; 4 20-pounder Parrott shell, and 4 24-pounder
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howitzer. At 5:55 came to off San Bernard. Expernded 1 XI-inch
shell, 5-second; 1 15-pound charge and 1 20-pounder rifle, 20-second
“shell, and 1°2-pound charge. o

January 8-— At ¢ 40 passed San Bernard, From meridian-to 4
‘p- m.: Expended, firing at rebel cavalry, 5 12-pound howitzer shrap-
nel, 3 20-pounder rifle 20-second shell; and 85 pounds of powder. . - -

January 9.—At'9 a. m. steamed in toward the enemy’s earthworks
and opened fire with rifle and XI-inch guns. Expended 19 XI-inch
shell, 2 XI-inch shrapnel, 19 20-pounder rifle shell, and 3 24-pounder
howitzer shrapnel. ' : C e N

January 14.—Off Galveston: At 11:10 a. m. saw sloop with flag of :
truce. Gunboat Penobscot sent a boat to.communicate.

January 19.—Off Sen Bernard. At-8:30 a. m, stopped at a rebel
battery on San  Bernard, who fired at Us twice with great guns. At
8:40 went to general quarters and commenced shelling the rebel bat-
teries at San Bernard. Fired from XI-inch gun 1 10-second, 6 15-
second, and 3 15-second shell; from rifle gun, 3 10-second and 10.15-
second shell. At 10:15 ceased firing and stood- S. W. 1 S., running
along the land. At 11:20 wore ship and stood N. E. § E. At 1:10
p. m. got up to.rebel batteries and expended 2 15-second XI-inch shell.

January 21.—At 4:45 got underway and stood in toward the ene-
my’s battery. Expendef 4 15-second and 3 10-second XI-inch shell
and 5 15-second 20-pounder rifle shell. L

January 23.—At 8:10 a. m. got underway and stood to the south-
ward and westward. Boardef English schooner Cosmopolite,: from
Tampico to New Orleans, with an assorted cargo. Stood inshore.
again to cover troops. KFrom meridian to 4 p. m. running along shore
in company with Sciote and Queen; our army on shore. At 6 :50 p. m.
came up with strenge sail; fired 2 rifled shell to bring her to. At 7
boarded her. Proved to be the same vessel'boarded in forenoon. At
8:45 took on board crew of 7 men from British schooner Cosmopolite,
captured in latitude 28° 32’ N., longitude 95° 45’ W.

Order of Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, lo Acting Ensign Dyer, U. 8.
:;Va‘ , to proceed to Pass & U'Outre to float the prize steamer Grey
acket. : S

. U. S. S. PENSAQOLA,

: Off New Orleans, La., January 12, 1864.
~ Sir: You will provide the following necessaries and such other arti-
cles .as may occur to you, for getting the prize steamer Grey Jacket
afloat, ‘which lies aground off Pass & 'Outre, viz: 1 lighter,; 1 launch,
2 anci)ors, weighing 2,000 pounds or 1,500 pounds each; 1 14-inch
hawser from the Tennessee; 2 pieces 14-inch (60 and 40 fathoms) on
board the Hollyhock; 1 10-inch from the Portsinouth, hauling lines,
purchases, spun yarn, viol blocks, cotton hooks, dogs and crowbars,

Mr. Ross will know where to find'them. =~

Mr. Ross, boatswain of the Portsmouth, and twelve men will accom-
pany you to work on board of the Grey Jacket for saving the vessel and

cargo.
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As soon as you are ready proceed to Pass & 'Outre for that purpose.
Employ a pilot for the occasion. Arrest Pilot Osgood, who ran her
ashore, and bring him here. ' '

I am, very respectfully, :
: ' C H. H. BeLy,
. Commaodore, Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Acnir%; Ensign N. M. Dyer, 7
: orvmanding U. S. S. Hugenie, New Orleans.

Order of Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, to Commander Rolando, U. 8.
g(wy, to give the reason for ordering the U. S. 8. Arizona to Sabine
ass.
' ' U. S. S. PENSACOLA,
~ Off New Orleans, La., January 12, 1864.
Sir: I have received a dispatch from Acting Master II. Tibbits,
commanding the Arizona, at Brashear City, where he is stationed,
informing me that you have sent the Chocura to Atchafalaya to order
the Arizona to Sabine Bar. You will please inform me of the neces-
sity for an increased force at that point. Ihave required the Arizona
to remain at Brashear City and adjacent waters for the present.

Respectfully, _
1. H. BeLy,

Commodore, Comdyg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Commander H." RoLANDo, . _
Commanding U. 8. 8. Seminole, off Sabine Pass.

Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8.
Essex, off Donaldsville, regarding lumber. :

. . U.S.S. Essex,
: Off Donaldsonville; La.; January 12, 1864.

CommoDpORE: I have been unable to send a vessel to New Orleans
for some three weeks past. Plaquemine, the seized Ben Franklin, and
the sawmill have pretty well occupied their attention. As thefirst two
exigencies have been met and satisfied they are now a little more at
leisyre. As to the mill, they have been doing pretty well there with
the new wheels until the recent unprecedented]ly long spell of frosty
weather came to interrupt temporarily their operations. It seems
that the water in.the pump was frozen so solidly a few mornings since
that when the mill was started the resisting ice broke the pump lever.
But Captain Gregory informs ‘me that the accident could not cause
more than a couple of days delay. Still, these accidents, the frost and
the holidays, have considerably retarded the work there, and I presume
Captain Morong, who bears this, will not be able to take down to you"
more than 8,000 or 10,000 feet of lumber. This is not all that the mill
has produced-since the last shipment; but I have had to take some
3,000 or 4,000 feet to cover the barge, our workshop, and Colonel Fiske,
contrary to my expectations, fell back upon me for about 6,000 feet.
But this will be his last reclamation; his really creditable barracks are
nearly finished, and I have lent him a barge which goes to-morrow to
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Bayou Goula for the Jumber that will complete the work. _But as T
write, commodore, I have reflected that 1 can not work on the harge
for a'few days to come. 1 have therefore concluded to send you by
the Argosg{‘t e 3,000 or 4,000 feet 1 had inténded to devote to that
urpose, thus increasing the present shipment to 12,000 or 14,000 feet.
appreciate your great needs in the way of lumber, and know that the
slight addition will help along somewlat, whilst T can very well wait,
a few days. I have borne in mind your request -in regard’ to ash for
oars, but 1 am sorry to sy that I have not been able to procure any. - 1
sent Captain Gregory up to a place where e bad seen an ash log, some
distance back from the bank, duly provided with whipsaws to cut it
into suitable lengths for conveyance to the water, but tfm log had been
“eut up. I then authorized hun to engage men to go into the woods
and cut and get out a number of ash logs; but the swampy nature of
the country, the rise in the river, and the raing would not admit of
sending horses into the woods, and of oxen, which it séeins do not get
mired, there are none hereabouts. So that attempt also proved
shortive. After all our prospecting I have been compelled to con-
cludé that we can not find any ash logs from Red f{iver to New
Orleans,  Should I chance to hear of a single one you may rest assured

I will send one of my gunboats after it. .

By the way, I was speaking to Fleet Paymaster Dunn, of the Mis-
sissippi Squadron, when here on hisway to New Orleans, of your great
want of oars, e told me that they were plentiful at Cairo or St,
Louis, and if you would write to Admiral Porter he-would send you all

ou might require. 1 enjoined it upon Mr. Dunn to inform you of this
{ an hope he remembered to do so, and that your requisition is
already on its way to Cairo. - . .

I beg leave to acknowledge the reception of the communication you
sent me by the 2obb. The officers and men will be sent up by the first
opportunity. I am glad to see you are receiving such an accession to
your light-draft force in the way of tinclads, ‘They must prove very
serviceable in the shoal-water operations of your squadron,

Enclosed herewith I send requisitions, which I most respectfully ask
you to approve. You see, Commodore, that T am constantly com-
pelled to depend upon your obliging kindness, and 1 do so with every
confidence tlhat it will not fail me in the midst of my necessities, As
you (Q*ﬂ_l}{)erccive by my pencil marksin the margin, many of the things
are for'the cabin that I have so long and perseveringly heen engaged
in building. When finished, it will have quite a little history of its
own as an unpretending monument of makeshifts in the revamping of
old and the adaptation of new materials; but it will"be comfortable

_and pleasant and will look pretty well.  After all, the cabin is but an
epitome of the ship herself. .

Captain Morong will give you by word of ‘month the news in this
quur&r and reports from the Red ));ivcr region. From Admiral Por-
ter's stationing such of his vessels as can be used as rams at or near the
mouth of Red River (he has just taken the (eneral Price from me for
that purpose) I presume he does not give full credence to-the pretty
well-authenticated reports that the rebel ironelad Missours is a failure,

I have the honor to:remain, very respectfully, your obedient.servant, -

‘lg;muu'r TownseNp, -

: ‘ Commander,U. 8. Navy.

Commodore Henry H. Berr, U, S, Navy, .

Commanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.
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Letter from- Commodore Bell, I/, S. Navy, to Major-Gieneral Banks,
). 5. Army, renewing his request for the transfer of the prize steamer
Alabama. - -
o : . U. S. S, PENBACOLA,

o Off New Orleans, La., January 12, 1864.
GeNeRrAL: I addressed a note on the 20th December last to Briga-

dier-General Stone, chief of stafl, to have the prize steamer Alabama

now in the service of the (%uartcr'muster’s Department of the Army,
delivered over to me for the naval-service, agreeably to a previous
understanding consented to when you were absent ori the Rio Grande.

Having received no reply to my note, T next addressed you a note on

the shme subject on the 5th instant, enclosing copies of the corre-

‘spondence between Brigadier-General Stone and myself, by which -

you were put into possession of all the circumstances under which

the Alabama passed into the hands of army authorities. That com-
munication a{so remaining unanswered to this date, arid observing
the said. steamer Alabamna'with steam up, lying-against the whart
near the ship, I again address you, general, requesting your action
on the subject of my note addidssed (o you on tilm 5th instant, and 1
invite your attention 1o the fact of hearty cooperation which this
fleet has given the army under your command whenever there has
been any immediate necessity for its assistance, notwithstanding the
pressing necessities of the blockade with which it is intrusted.
have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedjent servant,
. g "H. H. BeLy,
Commodore, Commanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.
Major-General Naruanier P. Banks, -
Commander in Chief, Departinent of the Gulf, New Orleans.

Report of Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy, regarding the condition of ves-
sels on the Mobile blockade, and referring to the escape of a blockade
runner, .

U. 8. Sreay Sroor RicHMOND,
' R Off Mobile Bar, Janudry 12, 1864.

Sik: In reply to that part'of your Jetter of the Sth instant relating
to the coaling of the vessels on the blockade so that only one shall be
absent at & time, I beg to say that if conling and provisioning the ves-
sels only were to-he takén into consideration, as a general rule there
would Ke but little difliculty in complying with your suggestion~-
indeed that was the plan when I was in command here last year— -
but when a vessel (as was the case lately of the Port Royal) leaves
the station to have repairs requiring, as reported, only about six
days, is absent seven weeks; another, in fine weather, the first night
after her arrival, her smokestack is carried away by her gafl; the

Itasca, which broke the anchor stock of her only reliable anchor the

first twenty-four hours she was on the station; the (fenesee, which

after a long stay at New Orleans is constantly complained of as
being unseaworthy; the Penguin, which went to Pensacola to have
work. done that ought to have required at most two days, is delayed

8 week, etc., it is beyond the power of war to carry out any system-

atic plan, . . :
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Commodore Thatcher left here in the afternoon. At that time
the Penguin was absent, but overdue. The Port Royal left for Shi
Island to have her smokéstack reset, and the next day.the Pinol
was out of coal, in addition to the (Fenesee that left for Ship Island a
few hours after the departure of the Colorado. The Albatross’s rud-
der is again out of order;"and 1 must send her to- Pensacola to have it
repaired, . '

Ij& steamer ran out.on the night of the 10th. The Ocforara and .
Pinola chased until daylight without overhauling her.- - The Octorara
returned at about 1 p. m. next day without anchor, and the weather
was such as to prevent the possibility of her recovering the one she
had slipped when she went in chase; consequently I had to send her
to Pensacola for three or four anchors for herself and the Jtasca.

Thus four vessels are absent, and two, the Pinola and Albatross,
ou%‘}}t to be. > , :

hen I was captain of the fleettast year, I had requisitions made
upon: the hureau for a number of anchors for the third-class sloops
and gunboats. If T am correctly informed all that were sent to Pen- -
sacola upon that requisition have heen expended except three, and
those there have now been required for the Octorara and. Itasca, and
unless there are some of 1,300 to 1,800 pounds weight in New Orleans,
our vessels here will be in a sad plight soon. : :

If the Octorara or Pinole had had the requisite speed they, or one
of them,would most certainly have captured the steamer that ran
out on the 10th-instant. . '

I am, very respectfully, -

L . THORNTON A. JENKINS,
: Captain and Senior.Officer Present.
Jommodore BeLL, ete.

Report of Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy, regarding orders sent to Lieu-
tenant- Commander Morris, U. S. %@ry, commanding U. S. S. Port
Royal. : ~

' U. 8. S. Ricamonn, .
Blockading off Mobile, January 13, 1864,
Sir: Having-learned from the commander of the Genesee that he
left the Port ?a’oyal at ‘Ship Island this morning, and understanding
that Licutenant-()ommandgr Morris did not intend to return here at
all; and as he has not gone to Grant’s Pass, I have sent him a written
order to report himself and vessel to me here.
If this course is not entirely in accordance with your orders or
wishes, Iplcase inform'me by the Albatross.
am, very respectfully, o

' THORNTON A. JENKINS,"

Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Commodore 1. H. BeLy, . :

Comdg. Western Gulf Blockdg. Squadron pro tem, New Orleans.
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Order of Commodore Bell, 1. S. Navy, to Acting Master Crowell, U. S.
Nawy, to assume command of the U. S. 8. J. P. Jackson.

‘ A U. 8. S. Prnsacora, ' <
Off New Orleans, La., Junuary 13, 1864.

Sir: When Acting Volunteer Lieutenant L. W. Pennington shall
resign the command of the U. S. 8. J. P. Jackson, you will assume
command of her temporarily. :

Very respectfully, \

. " o H. H. BeL,

- Commodore, Comdg.. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Acting Master Miner B, CROWELL,
U. 8. 8. J. P. Jackson, Ship Island.

Report of, Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy, regarding the re)porte(l presence
of one hundred blockade runners at Nassau, New Providence.

o7 UL 8. 8. RicnMoND,
Blockade off Mubile, January 13, 1864.

Sir: [ have just learned from-one of the officers of this ship that he
wasg yesterday informed by a responsible and respectable person,
recently at Nassau, that at the time he left there it was reported that
there were 100 vessels loaded and ready to leave for this place and
Wilmington, N. C. : : .
~ Since the Government has increased the force blockading off Wil-,
mington. to, a8 I am informed, 25 vessels, it is a fair presumption that
many ‘of these Nassau vessels will attempt to run this blockade.

In this connection I mayadd that in the first watch last night a
steamer was discovered well to the westward and chased by the Kenne-
_bec and Gertrude. 'The Gertrude continued the chase until 7 this morn-
ing, when, having lost sight of the strange vessel at midnight, she re-
turned to the squadron. The Kennebec hasmnot yet returned.

I have no doubt this vessel was trying to get in through the nain
channél by running close along the shore, o

The only satisfaction we have in these cases is that the reason we do
not capture the vessels is for want of speed. .

The steamer Grey Jacket was captured in consequence of her ma-
chinery giving out, and the schooner [John] Scott (from Newburg,
N. Y.) in consequence of calm. -

I am, very respectfully, |

: , THORNTON A. JENKINS,

: o Captain and Senior Officer Present.
Commodore H, 1. Brri,

“Commanding Western Gulf ]}Zockad/ing Sqm;xiroﬁ.

Report of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8, Navy, announcing arrivel at
‘ Key West, Fla. ‘

U. 8. Fragsuipr ' HARTFORD, ‘

Key West, Fla., January 18, 1864. -
_ Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that after leaving
Sandy Hook we ran with a northwester for three days; the wind then
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_hauled round gradually to the castward. To avoid the bad weather,

and having a greén crew, I took the IHole'in the Wall, or Providence
‘Channel Passage; had pleasant weather and arrived here on the night
of the 12th, and entered on the morning of the 13th, making the pas-
sage in six days and a half. ‘

Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey gave me coal and kindly offered me
everything at his disposal. :

I shall sail this evening for Pensacola. .. _

I regret that I have to report the death of one of the crow of the
Hartford from “colica.” The report of Commodore Palmer is here-
with forwarded. " :

Very respectfully, _
D. G. Farraaur,
Rear-Admiral. .
Hon., Gibron WELLES, ..
Secretary of the Nawy.

4

Mabile blockadle.,

» U. 8. S. RioumonD, _
Blockade off Mobile, January 13, 1864.

‘Sir: In consideration of the often-repeated reports, made within
the last few months to the commanding officers of the blockading’
squadron at this place, that the enemy in and about Mobile has been
for a long time, and is now, engaged in making active preparations of
a formidable character for an early attack upon this squa'(rron, of the
sreputed invulnerable character of at least one of the enemy’s irpnclad
vessels to he emyloyc(l in this threatened attack, and mview f the
great necessity that in my. judgment exists for maintai%o posi-
tion at, this point at all hazards and beyond all peradventurg’against
all enemies, T deem it my imperative duty to regpectfully call your
attention to the present weakened state of my command.

Any disaster Lo our vessels at this point at this time would neces-
sarily benefit the enemy far more than at any previous period of the
war or at any other point on the-blockaded coast.

The raising of this blockade by driving off or totally destroying all
of our vessels, with the prospective a(i)vantage of capturing or of
destroying by a rapid raid upon our numerous sailing vessels and sup-
plies at Pensacola and Ship Island and the opening, even for a short
time, of the coast from Pensacola, at the eastward, to the lakes in the
rear of New Orleans, to the southward and westward, is too great a
temptation to an active and enterprising enemy, not to say a desper-
ate one, to be wholly disregarded by us. B

Whatever may be the intention of the enemy inside of Mobile Bay
or of their friends elsewhere who have threatened to come to their
assistance at this point, it certainly is our duty to be well prepared to
act, not only on the defcnsive, but to attack with the assurance of
possible, if not probable, victory in case the opportunity is presented.

The information received from the commander in chief of the West
Gulf Blockading Squadron (and from other sources of which he has

doubtless been informed by my predecessors in command here) leaves

Rej)ort of Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy, regarding the weakness of the
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no doubt in regard-to the fact that the enemy has at this time afloat
inside of Mobile Bay and at Mobile a more effective force in guns and
calibers than we have-on this blockade when all the vessels belonging
to it are present and irrespective of the comparative character of the
enemy’s and our ownvessels,

There are at present attached to this blockading 'squadron nine
vessels, including this ship. (I do not embrace the gunboat Port
"Royal in this list, inasmuch as the officer commanding that vessel has
not returned_to-this place in obediénce to the orders of Commodore
Thatcher to him to do so without unnecessary delay, nor made any
report at all to me,) . : . .

Of these nine vessels (one, and frequently two or three, are absent in
chase for supplies of coal and provisions.or for repairs) three (the
Penguin, Albatross, and Gertrude) would be of very little, if indeed of
any service in action, either offensively or defensively, with the enemy,
As picket or lookout vessels and for chasing blockade runners they
are only better than none. !

Of the remainder of the vessels the Genesee and Octorara (side-wheel
gunboats) have very fair armanients for vessels of their class, but both
are reported to be in such a condition that it may become my dut}i‘at
any time and without previous warning to send them into port. The
Kenmebec, Pinola, and Itasca are small gunboats, having far inferior
armaments to either one of the enemy’s steamers constructed. of wood
and not armored. - The smallest number of gunboats or other steamers
on this blockade should, in my judgment, be at all times superior in
armament in the aggregate to that of all of the enemy’s wooden ves-
sels, with at least two vessels (wooden) of heavy armament to engage
eac(f]l of the enemy’s ironclads in case a regular combined attack 18
made.

Brave men, endowed with steady nerves, an indomitable will, and’
strong arms, may be relied upon to do not only their duty to their
cause and country, but if necxf be to hazard everything in striving for
victory; hut all these may not avail against too great odds.

In conclusion, I must be permitted to say that, in my judgment, our

resent weakness at this point, and the incalculable benefits to acerue
in the event of success, are a most tempting invitation to the enemy to
attack us and endeavor to raise the blockade by capturing or destroy-
ing our vessels and to open the way to other successes,

Come what may, I trust and believe we shall all do our duty to our-
selves and to our country. ' ~
g I am, very respectfully, '
THORNTON A. JENKINS,
. : Captain and Semior Officer Present.
Commodore H, H. BeLL,

Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem,
New Orleans.

e bttt .

Report of Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, regarding reported preparations
or combined operations of Confederate forces with a view to the
‘recapture of New Orleans. _
: U. S. SteAM SLOOP PENSACOLA,
Off New Orleans, La., January 14, 1864.
Siz: Information has heen given to the naval and military author-
ities here of a conibined operation of the ircnclads and rams at Mobile
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'and in Red River and the rebel troops on both sides of the Mississippi
being in preparation for the recapture of New Orleans.
. 'The commanding officer off Mobile bar has been apprised of the
threatened raid; and I have heard to-day, by an arrival from the river
flect, that Rear-Admiral Porter has assembled some of his rams at the -
mouth of Red River for intercepting the rams from that direction,

Although we have frequent reports of the rams in Red River and
Mobile being failures, we do not confide in them, and are prepared to
meet them with every prospect of success on our side, if they shall
come, although the Pensacola and river boats aré the only available
vessefs; the machinery of all other steamers here being apart and
undergoing repairs. ' -

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, ‘

: H. H. BeLy,
Commodore, Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem,

Hon. GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. (!

Letter from Commodore Bell, U. 8. Navy, to Rear-Admiral Pérter, U S.
Navy, regarding measures of cooperation against the operations of the
enemvy.

U.” 8. 8. Pensacons, -

Off New Orleans, La., January 16, 1864,

Sir: The naval and military authorities of this department of the
_blockade have information of a contemplated movement for the recap-
ture of New Orleans and the river by the concerted action of the rebel
rams and ironclads in Red River and Mobile Bay and the. troops in
Louisiana and Mississippi. / ' '

The Mobile rams are first to attack the fleet on blockade there and
then proceed into the river to meet those from Red River.

I'have nothing but the Pensacola and the river steamboats to defend
this point with, all the gunboats here having their machinery apart
tihdergoing ropairs. .

; B'Iy transferring the oflicers and crews from them to the river hoats
the latter may he made to smother the rams in.flames.
The success of this would of course depend upon the boldness and
skill of tho individual commanders, and it is feasil)le,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- ; H. H. Bewny,
Commodore, Comdg. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porreg,
:Commanding Mississippi I'leet, Cairo, I11.

. P.S.—Reports are iri'dustriously circulated that the rams and iron-
clads are failures, drawing too much water, etc. They are not to be

believed.
' H. H. BeLw, Commodore.
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Letter from Commodore Bell, U, 8. \Nm}y, to Commander Townsend,
U. 8. Navy, informing him.of the proposed operations for the recapture
of New Orleans by the Confederates..

Confidential.] - U.'S. S, PENSACOLA,.

Off New Orleans, January 16, 1864.

Sir: I would apprise you that reports have reached me of a con-
certed movement Ymving been planned for the recapture of New
Orleans. ) o
The rams and ironclads on Red River and in Mobile Bay are to force
the blockade at both points and meet here, whilst the army is to do its
.part. ' '
: Being aware of these plans, we should be propared to defeat them.
The reports in circulation about their ironclads and rams being fail-
ures may be true in some degree; but we sliould remember that they
prevailed about the redoubtable Merrimack before her advent.
" T am, very respectfully, :
. , - H. H. BeLL,
Commodore, Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Jommander R, TowNsEND, .
Commanding U. 8. 8. FEssex, off Donaldsonville.

Order of Commodore Bell, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Fnsign Fickett, U, S.
Navy, to assume command of the U. S. 8. Glide.

U. S. S. PEN8SACOLA,
Off New Orleans, La., January 16, 1864.

Sir: You are hereby detached from the U. S. gunboat ){anafwha,
and you will assume command of the U. S. gunboat Glide.
- Respectfully, :

H. H. BeLL,
Commodore, Comdyg.. West Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Acting Ensign L. S. Fiokerr,
U. S. Gunboat Kanawha, New Orleans.

Report of Commodore Thatcher, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
%Zora;)lo, regarding the readiness of that vessel for sailing from South
est Pass, . - —

_ U. 8. S. CoLorADO,
. Off South West Pass, Mississippi River, January 15, 1864.
CommoDORE: I have now made nearly every preparation to sail
hence, but shall be detained, this p. m. to bury a man who died of dis-
ease of heart. The Arkansas couﬁl not possibly take on hoard another
heavy gun with its carriage and equipments. She has a full cargo of
stores from gunners’, carpenters’, boatswaing’, and sailmakers’ depart-
ments, as well as a large quantity of engineers’ stores. Invoices of all

N w n—-—-voL 21—3
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have been duly forwarded to you, and I have retained duplicates, re-
ceipted, Shall sail to-night or early in the morning, 16th instant.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

' H. K. THATCHER,

: : ‘ Commodore.

Commodore H. H. BeLL, , '
Commanding West Gulf Blockadi ?’)quadron, '

U. 8. 8. Pensacola, New Orleans.

Order of Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commapder
Bigelow, U. 8. Nawvy, to give information of movements of the enemy
in Qrant's Pass or Mississippi Sound. i

\.\ U. S. S. RicuMonD, -

; Blockading off Mobile, January 15, 1864.

Sir: You will keep me fully advised in rggard to the duties and
movements of the steamers Calhoun and J. P. Jackson, stationed to
guard Grant’s Pasgs and theMississippi Sourid generally. One-of the
small vessels employed off this bar will be sent occasionally, when the
weather will permit, to communicate by signal across the fand or by
boat through Petit Bois [Island] Pass. Any unusual activity or
movements of the enemy that may be observed from-Grant’s Pass or
from or at any point in Mississippi Sound you will not fail to report to
me without unnecessary delay.

,. -A constant and strict watch must he kept off Grant’s Pass at all
times. ,

h Respectfully, etc., =

- THORNTON A, JENKINS,

Captain and Sentor Officer Present. -

Lieutenant-Commander GEoraE- A. BigerLow, U. S. Navy, - =
U. 8. 8. Calhoun.

Report of Captain Jenkins, U. 8. Na«g/, forwarding detailed statement
regarding the d’onfedemte efenses of Mobile. '

- U. S..S. Rioamonb,
Blockade off Mobile, January 16, 1864.

Sir: I transmit herewith for your information a detailed statément
" of the vessels and armament, forts and their armament, and of all the
ilffgplsive and offensive means of the rebels in the bay, harbor, etc., of

obile, .

The information embraced in this statement is in such strict accord-
ance. with that obtained through our sources.at different times that 1
am inclined to consider it reliable. \

I am, very respectfully, ‘ ~
: - ‘ THORNTON A. JENKINS
Captain and Senior Officer, Commanding off Mobile.
Commodore H. H. BELL, . T
= Comdyg. West Gulf Blockdg-Squadron pro tem., New Orledns,La...
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[Enclosures.)

Statement of Oaptain Jenkins, U. 8. Navy, regarding the source of the information regardi
! the defénaes of Mobile, f e

U. S. SteamsHIP RICHMOND,
Blockade off Mobile, January 15, 1864.

The following statement in regard to rebel vessels and works in and
about Mobile Bay, harbor, and city, has been furnished by a mechanic
helonging to the State of New Iampshire, who was at the South when
the rebellion broke out and took work as a mechanic at Mobile on half
wages to escape conscription. 'That is hisstory.

e got (recently) a short respite to visit his father, who is some-
where in Alabama or Florida, when he succeeded in getting inside of
our lines at Pensacola. He is now on board of the gunboat Octorara,
Lieutenant-Commander W. W. Low, to whom I am indebted for this
‘'statement.. This man claims to have been employed—among other
things— in preparing and filling torpedoes and iron plating ironclads,

) THORNTON A. JENKINS,
Captain and Senior Officer.

Armament of steamer Morgan.—1 63-cwt. 8-inch gun, 9 57-cwt, 32-
pounder guns.

Steamer (fuines.—8 57-cwt. 32-pounder guns. ‘

-Steamer Selma (late Florida).—2 9-inch Dahlgren guns, 1 8-inch rifle

n, . ,
Steam ram Tennessee.—235 feet in length; has casemate plated with
iron 2 inches x 10 inches, three plates in-thickness. Speed, 74 knots
on trial trip, without armament; stores, or provisions on board; ma
not be ready for some weeks. yet; ‘is intended to mount 4 10-inc
columbiads of 16,000 pounds, 2 73-inch Brooke rifles, 19,000 pounds.

Nore.—Information received yesterday from afugitive at Pensacola
is that the Tennessee is on Dog River Bar, on her way to the bay, and
&Emlt.& t}T]e camels made to float her over have to be made larger.—

Steam ram Baltic—Was a towboat; is mailed with railroad iron
laid edgewise; countersunk and bolted with rivet heads and nuts and
screws inboard. This vessel is condemned as unfit for service.
Mounts 1 42-pounder gun, 2 32-pounder guns of 57 cwt., 2 12-pounder
howitzers. ‘ .

Ram Tuscaloosa.—Is plated with iron like that on the Tennessee,
2 inches x 10 inches, but only two plates thick; will steam but about
34 knots. Mounts 1 Brooke rifle.of 6 inches, weighing 14,000 pounds,
4 32-pounders of 42 cwt. ‘

Ram Huntsville.—Is similar in every respect to the Tuscaloosa, and
mounts 1 Brooke rifle of 6 inches, weighing 14,000 pounds, 4 32-pound-
‘ers of 42 cwt. ,

There are also in the bay 5 floating turrets, covered with railroad
iron, mounted on an octagonal-shaped scow with 1 8-inch columbiad
mounted on-a circle; they have motive power, are intended to be
moored in the channel-way, but can not withstand the shock of an
8-inch shell. , s ‘ »

The steamer Morgan has a small black wheelhouse on the platform
forward of the paddleboxes; the Gaines has nothing of the kind.

From the end of the piles that cross the flats from Fort Geines
(about three months ago) thirty torpedoes were laid down on line
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bearing S. E. by compass across the Main Ship Channel; they are
sha.p'(la like a can buoy, with a chamber in each and 75 pounds of

owder. -- . .

P They are anchored with manila rope, with about the ‘third of a bar
of railroad iron, 2% inches. A number of them broke adrift, and floated
up the bay. . ' o

At Cedar Point there is an earthwork, reported to mount 4 rifled
32-pounders of 7,000 pounds weight. - ... -

t the mouth of Spanish River there is a Battery clad with railroad
iron, mounting 6 rifled 10-inch columbiads. _ : :

At the- mouth of Tensas River and at the head of the bay near
Mobile theré are 5 batteries. S
 The fortifications in the rear of Mobile are very strong, with a ditch
30 feet wide and a strong redoubt every 400 or 500 yards.

Fort Morgan mounts, on bastion No. 1, N. E.: 2 '32-pounders
weighing 7,000 pounds; 1 24-pounder, rifled, which throws Read and
Skates shot and shell shaped like Minié balls, East curtain: 3 10-inch
seacoast mortars, 1 32-pounder, weighing 7,000 pounds. Bastion No.
2, E.S. E.: 1 10-inch columbiad of 14,000 pounds; 2 32-pounder
rifles, of 7,000 pounds. Bastion No. 3: 2 32-pounders, rifled, of 7,000
pounds; 1 10-inch columbiad of 16,000 pounds. South curtain: 2 24-
pounders,rifled, of 11,000 pounds, and throwing @S—Ir)ognde'r projectiles;
1 10-inch coliimbiad of 14,000 pounds. Bastion No6."4: 1 24-pounder
rifle 1 10-in¢ch columbiad of 16,000 pounds, 2 32-pounders, rifled, -of
7,000 pounds. West curtain, fzacing channel: 2 Blakely guns (from
England),. weighing between 11,000 and 12,000 pounds; throwing a
shell of 160 pounds and a shot of 196 -pounds with a charge of about 14

ounds of powder; 3 10-inch columbiads of 16,000 pounds. Bastion

0. 5: 2'32-pounder guns, smoothbore. North curtain: 1 8-inch
smoothbore, Flank casemate guns: On each flank of each bastion
are 2 24-pounder howitzers, making 20 flank casemate guns, Within
the fort, in the center of terreplein, is a citadel having ten sides, loop-
holed for musketry, and quarters on each side for 100 men, constructed
of brick, 4 feet thick. :

. Lightiwuse Battery.—11 32-pounder guns of 7,000 pounds, smooth-
ore. - ‘ L

At Grant’s Pass, on the site of the old light-house, there is an earth-
work, very strong, mounting 1 100-pounder rifle gun, 1 64-pounder
rifle gun, 2 32-pounder smodthbore. ,

Fort Gaines mounts: 1 10-inch columbiad, weighing from 14,000
pounds to 18,000 pounds, 14 32-pounder smoothbores, 1 32-pounder,
rifled; 5 24-pounder siege pieces.

(Note.—The Boston, which has been lengthened 25 feet-and con-
verted into a rebel privateer, is not embraced in the foregoing state-
ment, as he said he thought she had left an a cruise. This vessel
appeared to be fast (when seen in the bay), with two guns, and, I have
every reason to believe, is now~awa,itin% a good opportunity to run out.

The person who has furnished the foregoing statement gavé a full
account to.the -officer of the army commanding at Pensacola, who,
no doubt, communicated it to General Banks.” The description of the
land embankments around' Fort Morgan, niot ‘embraced in this state-
ment, are well ‘vorth examining.—THORNTON A. JENKINS.' '

There is at least one fast steam tug in the bay, seen daily almost.
This says there is one there.—T. A. J‘f% . ~ o
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Order of the Secretary'of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander Watters,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kineo,

N Navy DEePARTMENT, January 16, 1864.
Sir: Proceed with the U. S.'S. Kineo to New Orleans and report
to Rear-Admiral Farragut for duty in the West Gulf Blockading
Squadron, .
Very respectfully, ete., -
- = » GipeoN WELLES
Secretary of the Navy. |

Lieutenant-Commander Joun WATTERS,
‘ Commanding U. 8. S. Kineo, Baltimore.

Report of Acting Master Wade, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8.
g’ertrude, regarding the capture of the Confederate schooner Ellen,
of Mobile. ' : '
) U.S. S. GERTRUDE, |

Off Mobile, January 16, 1864.

Sir: T respectfully submit the following report of the capture of

the ' rebel 'scﬁooner Ellen, Captain Levi g%Vebster, of Mobile, from

Havana, bound to Mobile, with an assorted cargo.

At 6 a. m. discovered a sail bearing E. by N., steering along the land
toward Mobile. T immediately slipped my - cable- anc stood for her,
when she hauled in toward the lan(R with the apparent intention of
running ashore. Before I got within rifle range {')saw a boat leave
her and go on shore. \

At 7 a. m. sent a boat alongside, took possession of, and claimed
her as a prize to this vessel; found the captain of her on board.

The schooner’s papers had been taken by the crew of the boat that
had left her. I did not deem it prudent to land a boat’s crew for the
sake of capturing the small boat, as the. men had all left her.

" The U. S:.gunboat Kennebec was the only vessel in signal distance’

at the time of capture.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
o - Hexnry C. Wabg,
Acting Master, Commandinyg.
Hon. Gipron WELLES, , \
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. (.

Report of Captain Jenkins, U. 8. Navy, announcing the sending of the
: prize schooner Illen to New Orleans. -

.U, 8. 8. Ricnyonn, -

) Blockade off Mobile, January 16, 1864.

-Sir: I'send the prize schooner Illen, of Mobile, I.. Webster, master,
to New Orleans, in charge of Acting Ensign Walter, of the Gertrude,
and a prize crew., , , :

This vessel was captured this morning about 25 miles to castward
by the Gertrude, the Kennebec passing at the time in signal distance on
her way to Pensacola for coal and other supplies.
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8 :

The prize list of the Kennebec will be forwarded for transmission to
the Department immediately after her return to this place. The mas-
ter of the prize is sent in her. . ’

I am, very respectfully, . :
THORNTON A. JENKINS,
Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Commodore H. H. BeLL, U.S. Navy
Commanding Western GulfBZocita@i‘ny Squadron pro tem.

- ©

Abstract log of the U. 8. S. Owasco;I/ieutenant-C'ommander Henry,
. U. 8. Nawvy, commanding.

January 12, 1864.—At 9 a. m. came to anchor off Pass Cavallo.

January 18.—At 6:30 a. m. got uiderway and stood up shore. At
7:30 discovered a battery and opened on 1t.  Fired from the rifle 5
shots, from the XIdinch 5 shots, and the howitzer 3.” At 10:15 called
all hands to quacters and trained the battery on the starboard; put
aboutand steamed down the coast, heading S.%V . Meridian to4 p. m., |
steaming slowly up and down the shore past the battery. Fired 3
shots from starboard howitzer, 3 from XI-inch, and 2 from rifle. At
12:30 fired 1 shot from XI-incfx and 3 shots from howitzer,” At 1:30
1 shot from XI-inch. At 2:30 p.m. 1 shot from howitzer. At
4:50 1 shot from howitzer. At 4 stopped the engine. At 5 p. m.
inspected the crew at guarters, steaming around slowly in sight of the
batﬁary; At 6 hauled offshore into 7 fathoms water and came to -
anchor. . :

January-d4.—At 8:30 a. m. got underway and ran inshore. Saw
men on httdry. Opened fire on them; firéd 4 shots from XI-inch, 2
fromrifle;and 1 from howitzer. Steaming off and on. At 1:45 p. m.
fired 1 shot from howitzer; then started down the coast, our course
S.W. At 3 p.m.turned and steamed up the coast; course N. E; At
4:45 fired a shot from rifle gun and one from XlI-inch at the battery.
At 5:30 came to anchor.

January 15.—At 8:30 a. m. got underway and steamed along the
Jand. At 9:30 fired a shell at the battery from the XI-inch ﬁun.
Heading up the coast. - At 12:30 ¢-scovered a battery, ran inshore
within range, and threw a shell at it from the XI-inch; went on, head-
ing down the coast, until the other battery was made, Fired at it,and
at a steamer which was discovered in the river back of it, 9 shots. At
4:20 p. m. fired a shot from our rifle. At 6 came to anchor.

January 16.—From 8 to meridian: Communicated with the Monon-
ahela. onongahela and Estrella fired several shots at a steamer
inside and at the battery. The Kstrélla then'steamed down the coast
toward Pass Cavallo and the Monongahela steamed toward the N. E.

At 8:45 fired 2 shots from XI-inch and 2 from port howitzes, )

\ : -

Abstract log of the U. S. 8. Monongahela, Commander Strong, U. S.
) Navy, commanding.

J dnuary 16, 1864.—At anehor off Pass Cavallo, Tex. At mianight
got underway in company with the gunboat Estrella and stood to the
northward., At 3:30 a. m. passed a steamer standing south.- At 6:30 .
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made 8ail to the cast, which proved to be the Granite City.. Same
time saw the Owasco to the northward, the land in sight. At 7:30
stopped the engine and communicated with the Granite City. Soon
after the Granite City stood for Pass Cavallo and we stood to the N. E,
At 7:45 made signal to the Owasco and Estrella,; when the captain of
the Owasco and a pilot from the Estrella came on board. Saw a rebel
steamer in a creek leading from Matagorda Bay. At 8 took on board -
the coast pilot from the Owasco and stood to N. E. until we reached
Velasco; changed our course to southward and westward.. At 8:20
called Nos. 1 and 3 guns’ crews to quarters and fired 14 shell at the
enemy’s earthworks and rebel steamer at Caney.Creek. At 11 fired
2 rifle shell at earthworks at San Bernard. ‘At 12:40 p. m. saw a ves-
sel ahead. At 1 made general signal to the Qwasco. Xt 1:15 stopped
the engine and the captain of the Owasco cime on board. At 1:25

"started ahead again. At 2, when abreast of Germantown, saw a
steamer and two schooners in Matagorda Bay. At 6:10 sent Major-
General Dana and stafl in third cutter to the Granite City.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. s. Nawvy, to Commodore Bell,
U. 8. Navy, announcing his arrival at Pensacola, Fla. .

RN : U. S. FrLagsHIP HARTFORD,
R Tl Pensacola Navy Yard, January 17, 1864.

Sir: I am happy to announce to you my arrival at this station. .

I shall visit Mobile blockade, touch at Ship Island, and then New
Orleans. I should o direct to New Orleans but for the report that it
is Buchanan’y intention to come _out with the rams and attack the
blockaders. I have therefore ordered back the Colorado for a short
time longer; bit I hope you will not get out of patience. The Depart-
ment is a little uneasy about the Zennessee, which Buchanan says is
superior to the Merrimack.

Very truly, yours, :
. D. G. FarracGurT,
} ‘ Rear-Admiral.
Commodore H. H. BeELr,; U. S, Navy, ,
Commanding Western Gulf BZoc?cadz'ng Squadron, New Orleans.

- ‘ \

Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. Navy, to Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. 8. Ndavy, requesting the services of two monitors to assist in
repelling the attack of the Confederate ram Tennessee.

~'U. S. Fragsurp HARTFORD,
. Pensacola Navy Yard, January 17, 1864.
DEAR ApMIRAL: I find that Admiral Buchanan, of the rebel Confed-
eracy, has impressed the Government of the United States with the
idea that he will be able to raise the blockade of Mobile with the 7en-
nessee, a ram recently constructed at Selma. .
The admiral considers her superior to the Merrimack. 1 am there-
fore-anxious to know if your monitors, at least two of them, are not
-completed and ready for service; and if so, can you not spare them to-
assist us? If I had them, I should not hesitate to become theé assailant
instead of awaiting the attack. I must have ironclads enough to lie in
the bay to hold the gunboats and rams in check in the shoal water.
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Please let me hear from you at as early a day as possible. °

I will be glad to get the small boats of light draft for operating in
the shallow waters of Texas, etc, :

1 have just arrived here and will be in New Orleans, T hope, in a day
or two. , -

Very truly, yours, '
D. G. Farracur,
_ : Rear-Admsral.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, '
' Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral I"rm’t\t/qut‘, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant DuBois, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Albdtross, to
proceed as bearer of dispatch to South West Pass. :

. Y v PeNsacora Navy YARp, January 17, 186/..

S1r: You will proceed without delay to the South West Pass of the
Mississi))pi and deliver the enclosed dispatch to Commodore Thatcher,
of the Cholorado, and gain all the news you can from that officer or the
officers of the ship in relation to the movements of our army in Texas,’
etc., and ‘then return to Mobile and report to me.  If you find that 1
have left Mobile for Ship Island or New Orleans, you can then return
to Pensacola and finish your repairs and cosling.

- Very respectfully, ' : .

' [D. G. Farracur),
Rear-Admiral,

[Acting Volunteer] Lieutenant Commanding DUBOIS,
: Commanding U. S. 8. Albatross.

Order of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8. Navy, to Commadore Thatcher,
- U. S. Navy. :

“ PrNsacoLa NAvy Yarp, January 17, 1864.

Sir: You will return to Mobile for the present and await my future
orders. It is not deemed expedient for you to go North just yet.
Very respectfully, : -
D. G. Farracur,
» , 5 Rear-Admiral.
Commodore Henry K. Tuarchuer, U. S, Navy, . -
' Commanding U. 8. Frigate Colorado.
{Endorsemant,)

The (blorado sailed before this reached her. Order was sentto the
South West Pass by the Albatross, - ‘
. [FArRRAGUT).
Order of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. Navy,to Captain Gibson, U. S.
Navy, regarding instructions for the commanding officer of the U. 8.
bark Horace Beals. , - '

S U.'S. FrLagsuip HARTFORD,

’ Pensacola Navy Yard, January 18, 1864.
Sir: You will direct Acting Master Heath, of the Horace Beals, to
turn over his vessel temporarily to the paymaster or whichever of her
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officers you may consider most competent; after having transferred
his ammunition to the other vessels, to proceed to New Orleans and
there ship a crew to take his vessel Nort{x.
This to take effect only in case a sufficient number of men cannot
be obtained from.the Sportsman for that purpose. ' ‘
Very respectfully, ' :
D. G. Farracur,
Rear-Admiral.
Captain ALExaNDER G1BsON, U. S. Navy : .
Commanding U. 8. 8. Potomac.

Order of Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Fitz-
. hugh, U. 8. Navy, to assume command, of the U. S. S. Sebago.

U. S. S. PeNsacoLa, J
. Off New Orleans, L., January 18, 1864,
- 8ir: You will relieve Lieutenant-Commarder Joseph E. DeHaven
i}n‘ lcommand of the U. 8. 8. Sebago and prepare her for sea without

elay. -
v Respectfully, » e
H. H. BeLi,
Commodore, Comdg. West (fulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

_ Lieutenant-Commander W. E. Frrzuuon,
‘ ' New Orleans, La.

1

Order of Commaodore Bell, U. S. ‘Nm/_’y, to Aiting FEnsign Chapman, U. S.
Navy, to report to the U. S. consul at Liverpool for duty as a witness.

- U. 8. S. PeNnsacora,

‘ New Orleans, January 18, 1864,
Sir: You are hereby detached from the U. S. So Lackawanna, and
you will proceed by the earliest conveyance and with the least possible
"delay to Liverpool, England, and report to Mr. Thomas I1. I)m(ley, the
U. S..consul at that port. = =
Should there be no conveyance from this place, you will proceed
- immediately to New York and take the steamer thence. Mr, Dudley
considers you-a material witness in the-case of the rams built in Eng-
land for the rebel Government, and it is important that there should

be no delay. ' ,

- After you shall have completed this duty in England, vou will return
to the Unitéd States and report by letter to the Navy Department.
The paymaster of the Lackawanna will be directed to advance you
three months’ pay.if you require it.

Respectfully, '
\ H. H. Bewr,
~ Commaodore Comdy. Weat Giulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.
Acting Ensign Gro. T, Cuapman, .
: U. 8. 8. Lackawanna.
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Order of Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, to Captain Jenkins, U. S. Ncwkt/é
"o gmsh ‘operations in Mobile Bay, looking to the destruction of t
C. 8. ram Tennessee. . :
: ‘ ' " U. S.S. PENBACOLA, .«
Off New Orleans, La., January 18, 1864.
Sir: The major-general commanding this Department is in posses-
sion of a dispatch, received last night from Fort Jackson, stating that -
- the rebel troops in Fort Morgan Eave mutinied, 200 of them taking
refuge with the fleet outside, and 90 on Round Island, opposite Pasca-
youla, and that the rebel gunboats were driven off by the g\ms of Fort
organ. Moreover, that the gunboats Jackson and Calhoun had.
patched up their boilers and started for Grant’s Pass-yesterday, the-
17th instant, to assist. I trust you will boldly push any advantage
that may offer occupy the fort with 100 men, enter the bay with all
“your force, and send the double-enders straight up the Dog River Bar
(where your note of the 14th informed me the ram Tennessee was
reported as lying aground). The double-enders to sink or drive off the
camels and her supports and to capture or burn the ram. Refugees
report that she was to take in her battery at Fort Morgan, - .
‘The Oneida and Sebago, double-enders, will leave here to-night to
join you at Mobile Bar. The Arkansas will leave-to-morrow or next
day, taking in tow a coal vessel for your use. You will please exercise
your judgment about coaling. If you can not coal where you are, send
the coal vessel to Ship Islans. : e ‘
I trust you will establish yourself in the bay of Mobile without delay,
if practicable. - o _
he general will dispatch troops to occupy the forts as soon ashe is
better informed. I have received not'a word from the oflicers in the
sound or yourself in reference to the state of affairs there referred.to.
T am, very respectfully, ,
\ ‘ H. H. BELL,
Commodore, CWg. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.
Captain THORNTON A. JENKINS, T _
Commanding Blockading Forces off -Mobile Bay.

- Order of Commodore Bell, U: S. Navy, to (i’a;ota,in Jenkins, U. S. Navy,
}'? mew of expected agtack by Confederate rams upon ‘the blockading.
eet. . ’ v
' L U. S: S. PEN8ACOLA,
 Off New Orleans, January 18, 1864.

Sir: After the departure of the steam tug Jasmine to-day 1 received
a dispatch from Major-General Banks, informing me of the presence in
Mobile Bay or the Alabama River of seven rebel rams, the Tennessee
and Nashville being very powerful as rams, and of the determination
o}f t,h'is rebel authorities to make 'this attack.on the blockading force
shortly..- . . o

My letter of to-day apprised you of the approach of the Oneida and
Sebago, the Arkansas WItK‘a coal véssel in tow to follow immediately.
These are the only vessels nearly ready for sea. :
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I will try- to send you two;powerful packet steamers for ramming
" purposes, to be used at your discretion. : : ‘

I am, very respectfully, your obdient servant, :
P H. H. BeLy,
o - - Commodore, Commanding.

Captaifi THORNTON A. JENKINS,
. U. 8. 8. Richmond, off Mobile Bar,
. , ‘Commanding the Blockading Forces.

-

[Telegram.]

Sir: A report reached here last night that an extensive mutin
occurred two days ago in Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay; nothing official.
Nine steamers are there on blockade. Captain Jenkins in command.

The Oneida and Sebago will start to-night for $hat station. To-mor-
row the Arkansas will start with 700 tons of coal in tow for the same,

the Richmond beingin want of them.

- Tamready, if need be, to join you, with this ship.
The Lackawdniia and seven other gunboats are here repairing; they
can not get out for some weeks.
‘ Respectfully, ' o ‘
- H. H. BeLL,
: ' : Commodore.
Rear-Admiral D. G. FArraGuT, .
‘ U. 8. 8. Hartford, South West Pass.

Letter fromA Commodore Bell, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Banks,
- U. 8. Army, acknowlédging dispatch regarding affairs in Alabama
River and Mobile Bay. B
S U. S. S. PENsACOLA,
‘ New Orleans, January 18, 1864.
GeNERAL: T have had the honor of receiving your dispatch of to-day
concerning affairs on the Alabama River and in Mobilo Bay. Every
precaution within my power has been taken to meet the emergency.
he brave hearts and skill of the officers in command of the vessels
must meet and overcome the danger when it really appears.
I am, most respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
- - ' . H. H. BEeLy,
_ (Jommodore.
Major-General N. P. BANKs,
Commending Department of the Gulf. .

Order of Commodore Bell, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Greene, U. 8. Navy, desirin igformatiow regarding reported mutiny
in Confederate forts in Mobile Bay. o

: ‘ U. S. 8. PensAcoLA,

s ‘ .. New Orleans, January 19, 1864.
Sir: Three men who left the steamer Jackson yesterday have
- arrived and reported that a mutiny exists in the rebe] forts on Mobile
.Bay, and that the report had been forwarded to you from the Port
Royal, lying near Grant’s Pass. ' Y
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I-havereceived no information of the circumstance from yourself or
nn{ other oflicer in that-direction.

If any such event has transpired, you will please forward an -officer
to me with a statement of all the facts as far as you'are informed.

T am, very respectfully ,
’ , ’ H. H. BeLt,

Commodore.
Lieutenant-Commander C. H. GREENE, .
‘ U. S. Ship Vincennes.

Order of Commodore Bell, U. S. Nawy, to Cuptain Gillis, U. S. Navy,
regarding the U. 8. vessels Gramite City and W. G. Anderson.

U. S. S. PENSACOLA,
Off New Orleans, La., January 19, 1864.
Sir: You will please order the Granite City without delay to pro-
ceed to Brashear City, Berwick Bay, and report his arrival there by
telegraph to the senior naval officer here present- at New Orleans.
Also order the bark W. @. Anderson to proceed without delay to the
South West Pass and report his atrrival by telegraph.

Very respectfully, /
. H. H. BeLy,

,/ ’
Commodore, Comdg. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron pro tem.

Captain JonN P. GiLuis, /- :
Commanding Blockading Forces on the Coast of Texas.

Report of Captain Gillis, U. S. Navy, regarding operations on the Texas
. coast from Janvwary 19 to February 26, 1863, including the capture of
the schooner Henry Colthirst. .
‘ U. S. S. OssIPEE, -

. Off Galveston, Tex., Tebruary 21,1864,

ApmiraL: I had the honor to address you per the Queen on the 12th
instant, .

Lieutenant-Commander Hatfield, of the Aroostook, reports havin
on the 19th of January shelled the enemy’s battery at gan Bernar
Creek [River), and again on'thg 21st, driving -the rebels from their
works, and on the 22d, in company with the Sciota and Queen, pro-
tected a reconnoitering party under General Ransom, the rebels hav-
ing shown themselves a{)out,fl,()OO strong near Caney Creek. On'the
23d. she captured the schooner Cosmopolite.

The Queen drove on shore a schooner near Caney Creek.on the 3d
Pebruary, which wag broken up. The President’s proclamation was
sent on shore at different:points within the enemy’s lines.

An extract from Licutenant-Commander Perking’s (of ‘the Sciota)
letter of the 16th instant, from Pass Cavallo, says, “I have kept myself
constantly posted in regard to movements at Rio Grande, having
frequent communication with the commanding general at” Browns-
ville, also from-army transports which touch here on their way to
New:Orleans. Everything is quiet along the coast to the southward.”

The Queen left here on the 12th instont for New Orleans with her
prize in tow, the Louisa, laden with armd and ammunition.,
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22d_February.—A sail reported in sight this morning to the south-

ward and westward; the Ossipee stood for her; she proved to be a
-prize the U. S. 8. Virginic had just seized near San Luis Pass,
schooner Henry Colthirst, Whiting, master, from Kingston, Jamaica,
8th ultimo, with 200 kegs powder, 250,000 percussion caps, 500 ounces
of quinine, also coffee, hardware, and dry goods. Sent her to New
Orleans for adjudication. We returned to our anchorage.

On the 25th picked up a boat containing three refugees from Gal-
veston Island. One, Samuel Gray, a native of Pennsylvania, and two
farmer boys, who were conscripted. Gray gives various rumors,
among them that two barks up the bay are loading with cotton to run
out. Harriet Lane was sold to a Mr. House, of [Houston, for fiftecn
hundred thousand dollars, Confederate scrip. She is to bhe run out
~with cotton; Gengral Magruder and a Polish engineer to take passage

‘in her, their destination France. She has now 6 guns on board—to be

taken out and left here, etc.” Fast.tug may be of great service here.

28th February.—The A. Dinsmore has just arrived from the- Rio
Grande. She reports thie barks Herbert and Alsterdam there, the first
laden with cotton bagging, rope, ete., the second with coal; no ammu-
nition or arms; so stated %)y IF. S. consul.

Lieutenant-Commander Perkins writes me from Corpus Christi,
26th instant: “ The /lerbert and Alsterdam, mentioned in your letters,
have both arrived at the Rio-Grande. Their cargoes consist of bag-
ging, cordage, and general merchandise; no arms or ammunition.”

" T forward to you a communication re¢eived by a flag of truce,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, -
' : - J. P. GILus,

Capt. and Senior Offficer 2d Div. W. Gulf Blkdg. Squadron, Coast of Tea.

Rear-Admiral D. G. FArraGur, ‘
Comdg. Western Gulf Blkdg. Squadron, IFlagship Hartford. -

Report of Réar-Admiral Farragut, U. S. Nawvy, regarding affuirs off
: Mobile ipon his arrival there. ‘

U. S. Fragsiip HARTFORD,
v Off Mobile, January 20, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here on the even-
ing of the 18th and found Captain Jenkins, of the Richmond, in com-
mand of the blockade. He was in possession of all the information I
had received from the Départment in relation to the rams and gun-
boats now in Mobile Bay, and all the -miost minute details of their
construction and armament. . It.is said that the ram Tennessee is now
upon Dog River Bar, drawing 2 feet more water than there ever is on
that bar, but they are endeavoring to float her over with camels.
Their first essay, I understand, failed, and they are now enlarging the
camels. I will send by the mail steamer from New Orleans (which
will probably arrive ‘before this) a” detailed account of the enemy’s
whole force, as given me by a refugee, who was ordnance sergenit in
Fort Morgan, and who/appears fully informed, as you will perceive by
his statement. -1 beg also to state to the Department that immedi-
ately on my arrival 1 wrote to Admiral Porter to say that if two of his -
monitor ironcla;d} ere ready for service I would be greatly obliged to

\ / y 4 .
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him to let me have them, as it would enable me to'take the offensive
aﬁamst this flotilla when 1t best suited my convenience, and so soon as
e Department can spare me two of the monitor class from the North,
it will render this fleet perfectly secure and allay the apprehensmns
which are now severely felt in Pensacola and New Orleans, -
I have the honor to be,very respectfully; {) your obedient servant,
G. FArrAguT,
Rear-Admiral.
Hon. GipeoN WELLES, -
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C.

Order of Rear—Admzml Farragut, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Franklin, U. S. Ncwy, detack'mg im as Aeet captafm

U. S. S. HARTFORD,
New Orleans [Mobile], January 20, 186‘4
Sir: You are hereby rélieved of the duties of fleet captain under
Commodore Bell, and you will report to Commodore James S. Palmer,
first divisional ofhcer of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, for such
duties as he may assign you.

Very respectfully, ‘
D. G. Farraagur,
‘ Rear-Admzml
Lmutenanb()ommander [(S. R.] FRANKLIN, U. 8. Navy,
New Orleans.

Order of Rear-Admiral Farr aUqut U. S Na,vy, to Commander Stror
U. 8. Navy, commanding S Monongahela, to proceed to

Molnle blockade.
MISSISSIPPI River [MoBILE],

January 20, 1 864.

Str: You will take in coal from the vessel off Pilot Town and then
proceed to the blockade off Mobile, and upon Kour arrival you will
report to the senior officer in charge, Captain Jen

ou will use all dispatch, as your presence is reqmred to enable the
Lichmond to leave for coal.

Very respectfully,
D. G FARRAGUT,

‘ Rear-Admiral.
Captain J. H. StrONG, U.s. Navy
, C'ommandzng U. S{' S Monongahela

Abstract log of the U. 8. 8. J. P, Jackson, Actmg Volunteer Lieutenant ..
Crowell, commanding. A

January 20, 1864.—Lying at anchor at Ship Island. At 2 a. m. up
anchor and stood up the sound., At 4:30 anchored near the stake.
At duylf ht got our anchor and stood into South Channel. Saw the

Calhoun near Grand Battue Spit. At 10 anchored off Grand Battue
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near the Calhoun and sent a mail on board. At 11:30 got underway
and stood toward Grant’s Pass. . At 1 p. m. anchored near Dauphin
Island, fired a gun and-hoisted signals to attract the attention of the
Mobile blocka(ﬁ‘ng fleet for the ggrpose of communicating, but no
atterition was.paid to it. Saw three vessels off Mobile Bar. Saw a
rebel gunboat, a high-pressure steamer, and several small craft in
Mobile Bay, a small sloop at anchor near Cat Island. At 3:35 saw a
smoke in the direction of Horn Island; stood toward it.- '
January 21.—Lying at anchor off the east end of Petit Bois Island.
At 6 a.'m. stood to the eastward.: Saw a gunboat and a high-lgressure
steamer in Mobile Bay, near Shell Bank. At 7 anchored near Dauphin
Island, two of our blockading: vessels in sight off Mobile Bar. From
8 to 12: Saw three of the fleet off Mobile Bar and a steamer to the
westward. At 11:30 fired a shell to attract the attention of the fleet
outside for the purpose of communicating. from 12 to4 p. m.: Saw
a-barge lying at Shell Bank, a gunboat to the northward of it, and a
high-pressure steamer going up Mobile Bay. At 1 p. m. saw two of
the outside fleet approaching us. At 1;30 communicated by signal
with gunboats Kennebec and Itasca. Sent a boat ashore on Dau-
,phin Island and delivered a mail to a boat from the Kennebec. At
. 10:15 heard the report of a héavy gun to the eastward.
© January 22.—Lying at anchor off the east end of Petit Bois Island.
At 7 anchored off the middle of Dauphin Island, near Grant’s Pass.
From 8 to 12: Saw a rebel gunboat lying at the Shell Bank and a
high-pressure sceamer going up Mobile Bay. At 6:15 p. m. anchored
of'% the middle of Petit Bois Island. Saw a vessel having a light set
outside, apparently coming in Horn Island Pass; got our anchorand
gave chase. After arriving at the pass saw nothing unusual; laid to
‘a short time, then stood to the eastward again. Heavy dew fal